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Abitibi not selling Ontario hydro
assets within days as reported
by Marlene Deschamps

A news item read on Monday,
February 2nd indicated that
Abitibi intended to sell it's
Ontario hydro assets to
Brookfield had many astir. The
news item was published in the
GLobe & Mail and was on the
wire news. 

A quick call to the local mill
in Fort Frances provided infor-
mation that they had no knowl-
edge of these events and that it
is a separate entity from the
mill itself. 

The article contained in the
report in business section of the
Globe & Mail stated that debt-
strapped AbitibiBowater Inc.
was close to reaching an
eleventh hour deal to refinance
some borrowing and sell its
lucrative Ontario assets to a
unit to Toronto based
Brookfield Asset Management
Inc. Montreal based Abitibi is
expected to announce details as
early as today of the moves it is
taking to stave off a possible
court filing for creditor protec-
tion. The company faces a fast-
approaching March deadline to
pay back a $347 Million (US)
secured loan and has about
$350 million more in debt com-
ing due later this year. Sources
familiar with the debt negotia-
tions said Abitibi whose core
North American newsprint
business is in a steep long term
decline, has made faster
progress on finding a solution
to pay back a $248 million
unsecured debenture issue at its

Bowater Inc. subsidiary that
comes due in August. A deal to
settle that debt may come first.
Cash from hydro would help.
Abitibi announced in
December that it had accepted
a non binding proposal to sell
its 75 per cent stake in its
Ontario hydroelectric generat-
ing stations to an unnamed suit-
or for proceeds of $197.5 mil-
lion (Canadian) less expenses.
Sources confirmed yesterday
that a Brookfield unit is the
buyer. 

The article went on to give
further details regarding
Abitibi's financial status and
mentioned the issue of Danny
Williams, Premier of
Newfoundland, who told
Abitibi that if they closed it's
mill in Grand Falls,
Newfoundland, they had no
right to own the hydro assets
that powered the mill. It further
noted that the company had no
plans to close the Iroquois Falls
mill or another in Fort Frances,
which both count on power
from Abitibi Ontario's hydro
stations. 

A call was then put in to Jean
Philippe Cote in Montreal, who
is the spokesperson for Abitibi.
He said the article was not
based on any fact and the last
statement put out regarding
hydro assets was on December
22nd. He added there was no
imminent sale in the works and
they were still working with
stakeholders regarding a poten-
tial deal. He suggested people

should not believe everything
they read in the newspapers
without verifying the informa-
tion is correct. He then gave
directions to the website where
the December 22nd statement
could be found. Although it
was indicated that my call
probably wouldn't be returned
in a timely manner, Mr. Cote
called back within ten minutes.
The December 22nd statement
said they had accepted a pro-
posal for the sale of its equity
interest in ACH Limited
Partnership to a major industri-
al energy producer. ACH
Limited Partnership was estab-
lished to hold hydro electric
generating assists in Ontario.
The Company owns 75% equi-
ty interest in ACH. The state-
ment went on to read about the
financial aspects of the sale and
how the sale is subject to due
diligence, among other terms
and conditions. They expected
a definitive agreement during
the first quarter of 2009 but no
assurances could be provided
as to when or if a definite
agreement would be executed.
It also stated the same informa-
tion regarding the mill at
Iroquois Falls and Fort Frances
and went on to state Abitibi was
pleased with the effort both
mills have made since the
merger in lowering their costs
and they continue to remain
competitive. Mr. Cote indicated
tat if there were any further
questions I should feel free to
give him a call. 

Workplace Communications
workshop well attended

by Marlene Deschamps
Valley Adult Learning

Association in partnership with
the Business Women's Network
held a Workplace
Communication workshop on
Saturday, January 31st. The
workshop was open to the pub-
lic and their were a few women
who participated that do not
have a second job of working
outside their home. Their rea-
sons for being there were the
same as the women who do
work at various businesses and
agencies. They wanted to learn
to communicate more effec-
tively. This is the first partnered
workshop that Valley Adult
Learning have held. The work-
shops are funded by Ontario
Trillium Foundation who fund-
ed Valley Learning $31,00 over
2 years for Healthy & Vibrant
Communities programs.

The workshop was comprised
of three aspects of communica-
tions: verbal headed by Barb
Duguay, Administrator of the
Valley Adult Learning
Association; non-verbal headed
by Kim Redford who is also
associated with Valley Adult
Learning and visual headed by
Valerie Larson of Rainy Lake
Watercolors. 

Each aspect of the workshop
fit into the World View perspec-
tives that believes that for the
most part, people are free to
and in fact do, choose their own
paths in life. In most instances,
the individual has within him or

her the capacity to grow and
change if he or she wishes to do
so. The world view goes on
promote the realization that
through life there is constant
change and the way in which
we perceive and respond to
change depends upon each of
us. How we react will be deter-
mined by the way we see our
world and our place in it. These
aspects of 'world view' , along
with each person's life experi-
ences, values and beliefs deter-
mines the way in which he/she
judges the world and the way in
which he/she functions in the
world. It promotes the accept-
ance of each person's unique
'world view' and it is through
the interaction between our-
selves and others that we come
to know ourselves better. 

Barb led the group through
verbal aspects of communica-
tion, including acknowledging
feelings and having a large
enough vocabulary to identify
those feelings. The importance
to recognize others feelings
was pointed out as being a key
part of good communications. 

Kim led the group through
some exercises showing just
how important body language
and facial expressions can
make a big difference in com-
municating with others. She
also pointed out how easy it
was to mis-read and/ or pre
judge non verbal communica-
tion in others. 

Valerie led the group through

the visual portion of the work-
shop and she turned the women
into artists (some better than
others). The end of her exercise
produced some surprising
results in both the quality of the
pictures sketched by the group
and by how they felt about
themselves after completing
their pictures. Most were
scrambling through the list of
words describing feelings to
describe how they felt. 

Each of the women who par-
ticipated kept repeating that
they felt very supported by the
other women when they were
trying out their communica-
tions skills based on any of the
exercises they were doing. 

The group was provided with
both morning and afternoon
snacks as well as a great lunch
prepared for everyone by Todd
Maxham's Cater 2 U. 

Everyone gained a lot from
the workshop and some formed
connections, friendships and
advice that will be further
explored. For anyone having to
deal with a boss or employee it
garnered much information so
you get the best results from
communications with these
persons. 

Anyone wishing to have this
workshop presented at their
agency or workplace can con-
tact Barb Duguay at Valley
Adult Learning Association.
608B Scott Street. Phone 807-
274-3553 Fax 807-274-2838. 

Pictured from left, sitting, Heather Johnson, Joanne Bliss, Penny Pierce and standing from left
Tonia Dolph, Lori Elliot and Shirley Scofield. They are holding a plaque from Ontario
Trillium Foundation denoting Healthy & Vibrant Communities 2008.

Colton Bodnar receives
special birthday gift

By Marlene Deschamps
Young Colton Bodnar turned

9 years old on Wednesday,
January 28th. His parents are
Shelly and Blake Bodnar. Little
did Colton know on the morn-
ing of Tuesday, January 27th
that he was going to get a total-

ly awesome birthday gift. Any
real fan of the Toronto Maple
Leafs have a strong wish to
actually have a chance to see
them play in person. Well
Colton's Mom told him in the
morning that he wouldn't be
going to school because he had

a dentist appointment. Instead
of a trip to the dentist's she
brought him down to the
Tourist Bureau where there was
a bus waiting to take him, along
with 20 others. to Minneapolis
to attend a Toronto Maple Leaf-
Minnesota Wild hockey game. 

Colton's Aunt Stacey man-
aged to get down behind the
Leaf's bench and tell them
about Colton's birthday and his
surprise gift of a trip to watch
them play. Well, never let it be
said that the Leaf's don't appre-
ciate their fans, especially the
younger ones, because #21,
Jamal Mayers, flipped a puck
up for Colton. 

For most of the others on the
trip, they got the bonus of
enjoying Colton's enjoyment
and wonder of the whole event.
He had a smile on his face
when he entered the Excel
Centre and it stayed there
throughout the whole game and
on the trip back to the hotel. He
appeared a bit dazed at times
like he had to keep shaking
himself to believe this was real-
ly happening. His Aunt Stacey
said he even asked her "Are
those the real Toronto Maple
Leafs?" It is a pretty good bet
that young Colton will remem-
ber this birthday for the rest of
his life as one of the best ever!

Colton proudly holding the puck given him by Maple Leaf
#21, Jamal Mayers

Sacred Heart School’s
Literacy Festival is a Hit!

Sacred Heart School’s
Literacy Festival started with
the Sioux Lookout Million
Minutes of Reading Challenge
which came to a close January
21 with Sacred Heart School
successfully contributing a
total of 885,751 minutes. 

Monday, January 26, seven
players from the Sioux Flyers
Hockey Team came and read
with junior kindergarten to
grade three students.  Five of
these excited primary students
won a ticket to see the Flyers
play. 

Tuesday, January 27, Linda-
Beth Marr came from Kenora
to enlighten the grade seven
and eight students on positive
body image.  

Wednesday, January 28,
Students and families came out
to celebrate Family Literacy
Night. Stations such as
Karaoke, EQAO, the Never
Ending Story and French
Second Language, were set up
around the school for families
to take part in the various
events. Everyone went home
that night full of new ideas to

make literacy fun. 
Thursday, January 29, was a

day when students from grade
four to grade eight brushed up
on healthy living.  A dietitian
and nurse from the Diabetes
Society came to discuss what it
means to live healthy in today’s
world. 

The Literacy Festival was a
great success. The students and
families of Sacred Heart
School enjoyed the exciting
events and the whole Catholic
community was enriched by
the experiences. 

Rainy River celeb stars in Baudette play
Looking for a perfect

Valentine for yourself and
someone special? Why not read
a few “Love Letters”. Pequana
Playhouse is offering two per-
formances of the play “Love
Letters” by A.R. Gurney at the
Brink Center in Baudette
February 14 at 7PM and
February 15 at 5PM. This bit-
tersweet love story is told
through the correspondence of
two characters Melissa and
Andrew over 50 years. 

Their earliest letters include

birthday invitations, valentines,
and notes intercepted by a sec-
ond-grade teacher, progressing
through separations of school,
summer camp, marriages, and
the regrets of middle age. Their
lives are a study in contrasts,
taking very separete paths
which are connected for the
most part only by their writing.
However, what is unsaid in
their letters is often as impor-
tant as what is. The show con-
tains some adult themes. 

Featured in this two-person

play are Linda Nuss as Melissa
and Rainy River’s Dorion
Ozykowski as Andy. 

Saturday’s performance on
Valentine’s Day will be preced-
ed by a freewill soup supper
from 5-7PM and Sunday’s per-
formance includes coffee and
dessert. Tickets for the show
are $5 at the door. Please con-
tact Pequana Playhouse with
questions at 634-9424. This
organization is supported
through a grant from the
Region 2 Arts Council. 


