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Legion Gala goes to the Grammy Awards

Royal Canadian Legion Ladies' Auxiliary Branch No. 29's
President Alfreda Easton opened up the night with a speech
giving the audience a glimpse of just all that the ladies ac-
complish throughout the year.

Dee Ducharme was one of the Legion Ladies who served the
guests their featured main course of Chicken Oscar. She's
been a member for 27 years.

What's a music show without Statler and Waldorf of the
Muppets sharing their "critiques"? 

No stranger to local award shows, Brittany Hayes Strachan
sang Lukas Graham's "7 Years", nominated for both "Song
of the Year" and "Record of the Year."

Brittany's performance is so captivating, Shelby and Lance
Pollock can't help but dance in the back of the room.

The duo that is "Entirely Mac" sang a smoothed out, laid back version of Pink and Kenny
Chesney's "Setting the World on Fire," nominated for Best Country Duo/Group Perform-
ance.

Fort Frances Youth Ensemble brightened up the room with their rendition of Justin Timber-
lake's "Can't Stop This Feeling" nominated in the category of "Best Song Written for Visual
Media."

Guests had ample chances to win some great prizes with
iconic Grammy's "swag bags", a penny table, silent auction
table, and a grand prize draw. Also, a 50/50 raffle for
Grammy nominations was won by Cindy Manty, who had
the most correct guesses.

by Melissa Friesen
By now the Grammys have

come and gone for another
year. Beyoncé didn't win
album of the year - again. But
the occasion was still very
much worth celebrating, espe-
cially for the Royal Canadian
Legion Ladies' Auxiliary. 

Saturday night was their pre-
Grammy Awards Gala, where
everyone was a winner. The
evening's festivities were
dreamed up as a way to
fundraise for the many pro-
grams and services that the Le-
gion Ladies Auxiliary supports
and provides. It was their first
gala ever, but President Al-
freda Easton thought it was
worth a try. "I said to the girls,
'Let's do a gala! Let's go out-

side the box and see if it
works!'" The planning that
began a year ago finally came
to fruition, complete with
Grammy worthy perform-
ances, dinner service, and tons
of prizes. 

I walked into the Legion hall
Saturday night to get an in-
sider peek at this prestigious
event. Before her big speech
of the night, Alfreda let me ask
her a few questions. The
night's purpose was twofold:
raise funds and raise aware-
ness. "I don't think people re-
alize all that we donate to,"
Alfreda noted. "We wanted to
get that out to the public." 

And then, she was called up
to the stage. With conviction

and gratitude, she addressed
her audience. "We have to
keep our Legion building up
and functioning properly," Al-
freda shared. The funds will be
used for the purchase of new
chairs, since most of them are
getting worn after hundreds of
functions. Last year they pur-
chased new tables, and last
month - a new coat of paint for
the walls. Their list of charita-
ble contributions is long,
showing a strong commitment
to the community. They fi-
nance bursaries and scholar-
ships on behalf of the Legion,
as well as donate to Royal
Canadian Legion Veterans,
Sports Foundation and Peace
Gardens. Outside of their own

organization, they support the
Salvation Army, Riverside
Healthcare, Rainycrest, Kids &
Company, Rainy River District
Festival of the Performing Arts,
Border Figure Skating Club,
Heart & Stroke Foundation,
"and the list goes on," said Al-
freda. Like a typical acceptance
speech, there were too many
people to name.

"Did you know they did that
much?" MC Melanie Williams
asked the crowd. "Me neither,
so don't be a jerk, and spend
some money tonight! You
know it's going to a good
cause." Apart from their gener-
ous donations, the Legion
Ladies Auxiliary are responsi-
ble for hosting and catering

many functions. Funeral lunch-
eons are among the top uses of
the hall, but the women host
monthly suppers, as well as
banquets. "You would not be-
lieve how booked we are com-
ing up," Alfreda confides.
These women are busy.  

This is Alfreda's second run
as president, having first graced
the position in the late 80's to
early 90's. She's been part of
the Legion Ladies' Auxiliary
for 51 years, joining when she
was 18 in the footsteps of her
mother. "A lot hasn't changed,
but I just don't think people re-
alize what we do," she echoed. 

However she believes that
changes are happening in the
education system to further

promote historical appreciation
of veterans. "I think the
younger people are getting
more educated about Remem-
brance Day and that sort of
thing." She brought up the var-
ious poster contests and school
programs which they sponsor. 

Guests could buy tickets for
coveted "swag bags", 50/50
draw (based on their picks for
award winners), and a chance
to win a grand prize trip to
Lessard's Sunny Beach Resort
on Rainy Lake. If they felt like
posing for the paparazzi, Tom
Foley was ready to snap their
photo on the red carpet. For
those of us who will never
make it to the real Grammy's,
this just might be the next best
thing. 

School Board hosts its first Archery Tournament 
by Melissa Friesen

The district's best student
archers gathered at Sturgeon
Creek School on Saturday for
a chance to show off their tar-
get skills at a two tier compe-
tition. The tournament is a first
for the district. Archery itself
is a relatively new component
of physical fitness for elemen-
tary schools in the area. The
archery program was intro-
duced into the Rainy River
District School Board two
years ago. Since the recent im-
plementation, the program has
made a few leaps and bounds.
"Teachers across the district
were trained through the On-
tario Federation of Anglers
and Hunters," said Robert

Kinsman, 7/8 teacher at Stur-
geon Creek School. The train-
ing was predominantly for
physical education teachers of
grades 5-8. National Archery
in the Schools Program
(NASP) on behalf of the On-
tario Federation of Anglers
and Hunters is responsible for
the training as well as equip-
ping the schools with neces-
sary equipment. 

Gym class with bows re-
quires the students to be calm
and attentive. Precautions
must be taken to ensure that
everyone learns in a safe envi-
ronment. "The students are
learning proper form and
proper technique, first and
foremost," Robert tells me,

adding that they must first
learn on a string bow before
moving to a compound bow.
The techniques includes an 11
step process that begins with
an archer's stance. As the stu-
dents hone each step, they
build a new skill set with prac-
tical applications. "Focus, fun,
and safety are our top priori-
ties." 

So when the students were
showing such a great interest
in the sport, Robert thought it
might be fun to give them the
chance to compete. "This year
we decided to take the chal-
lenge to run an actual archery
tournament, so the school's
have been training." Grade
seven and eight students from

five schools were invited to the
tournament: Fort Frances High
School, Donald Young School,
Crossroads School, Robert
Moore and Sturgeon Creek
School. It resulted in a total of
29 archers. 

But without a precedent,
Robert wasn't sure exactly what
to expect of hosting an archery
tournament. "I was nervous for
sure, but I did have help from
Jeremy Funk, the regional
NASP representative." So with
a little guidance, the day went
off without a hitch. Medals
were awarded, the event fin-
ished up sooner than expected,
and all in all, the local archery
program made another ad-

vancement. "The day was ex-
cellent," beamed Robert.

The tournament's first target
was shot at from 8 metres, and
the second was from 12 metres,
with 3 rounds of each. While
there were no perfect shots, a
few got pretty close. "We had
scores of 46, 47, and 48 out of
50 points at a time," said
Robert. Clearly, the students
are catching on. "The students
are very interested, and also
those kids who don't normally
take part in team sports to come
out and challenge themselves at
an individual sport." 

Since gaining a core group of
dedicated and excited students,
the teachers hope to grow the

program in the next year.
"We're hoping to expand this
tournament in terms of number
of students, to double it by next
year, at least." The target focus
will remain on students in
grades 7/8.

The winners of the tourna-
ment were: 1st place - Jacob
Argue, Donald Young School,
2nd place - Brett Schram - Stur-
geon Creek School, 3rd place -
Sophie Carpenter - Donald
Young School. The students
with the most collective points
were from Donald Young
School. They're the official
team to beat next year, but
Robert assured me the compe-
tition was tight. 
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In Memory
Elvina Christine 

Drennan
July 23, 1919 - 

February 15, 2001

Lonely are our hearts today
For the one we loved so dearly
Has been forever called away

We think of her in silence
No eye can see us weep
But many silent tears are shed
For our Mother who rests at
McInnes Creek

Sadly missed and lovingly 
remembered by your family

L.O.W. Recreation Committee,
Women’s Institute and

Township of Lake of the Woods
Invite you to join us to celebrate

Canada’s 150th Anniversery
with a Music Circle Celebration at

Bergland Hall
Saturday, February 25th

Potluck 5-7 (no dessert) Music & Entertainment 7-10
All ages are welcome, no charge

Take part in the entertainment or be entertained
Call Nancy 488-5715, JoAnn 488-5727 or Adrian 488-5391

for more info

42 years with
C.I.B.C.

Jo-Ann (Mykytyn) Berard of Sioux Lookout was honoured
at a celebratory get together to honour her 42 years of serv-
ice to C.I.B.C.  Jo-Ann began her career in her hometown of
Rainy River and continued on with C.I.B.C. in Emo, Win-
nipeg and finally her current hometown of Sioux Lookout.
He mom, Gisela Mykytyn said the first thing on her retire-
ment agenda will be a well deserved rest.

We are Accepting Applications 
For the Following Positions:

• Maintenance (PFT, Rainy River)
• Community Engagement Coordinator 

(FT, Contract)
• Administrative Assistant 

(PFT, Fort Frances)

For more information visit our website at:
www.rrdssab.on.ca 

(Human Resources/Job Postings)

Well my cows caused me
some stress over the last 24
hours.  I noticed a cow was
acting like she was going to
calve around 4:00 pm on Sun-
day so I went and put her in
the barn.  I wasn’t worried it
was her 3rd calf.  She was also
the cow that wasn’t feeling
well last fall so I was just
pleased that she made it
through whatever she had
going on and was calving.  I
left her for an hour.  I looked
on the camera and could see a
water bag.  All good.  I de-
cided to venture to the barn
anyway because I am still hav-
ing issues with no internet in
the barn.  I know that sounds
funny but internet in the barn
is such a valuable tool.  When
you can tune in the cameras on
your Iphone or Ipad – you can
zoom right in on the action!  I
would have seen that the after-
birth was coming with the calf.
I quickly called my friend J.
He rushed on over and we
pulled a healthy heifer calf.
All good.  So then I continued
on with my evening.  With the
weather being warmer I check
every 3 hours.  On my 1:45 am
check I looked over my gate
and my worst fear.  A cow on
her back!  Ugh!  I was sure
was she was dead.  I walked
over and she was still alive.  I
ran back opened the gate and

ran to the tractor.  I was cross-
ing my fingers it would start
since I don’t keep it plugged in
full time (because I can’t af-
ford the hydro.)  It started so I
rushed out to the cow.  I was
nervous about pushing her up
with the John Deere tractor be-
cause the prongs are difficult.
But I gave her a gentle push
and she jumped right up and I
didn’t stab her with the
prongs!  So then who wants to
go back to sleep after that or
should I say who can go back
to sleep after that?  Last week
I had a meeting at my house
with an individual from a
group that I am working with.
Of course right about the time
she was going to arrive I had a
cow calving.  I asked her to
come to the barn because I was
pretty sure I was going to have
to give her a hand.  It was a big
calf, and her first calf.  I put
the chains on the big feet and
started to pull.   Ugh – it
wasn’t pulling great.  I knew it
was tight from inspection but
thought it was do-able.  I
called for backup.  The cow
then hunkered down and
started to give some good
pushes and I joined in with
some pulling and we got him.
Nice big bull calf.  I took a
breath and called and stopped
my back up plan.  I pulled the

calf around to the front of the
cow and the cow completely
lost it.  She jumped up bellow-
ing and pushed the calf around
the entire pen.  Thankfully she
wasn’t hurting him but it was
strange and what an experi-
ence for my friend!  I ex-
plained it is usually like this
but it was her first time and
she had herself in quite a way.
As soon as she stopped his ride
around in the straw she imme-
diately started to lick him and
in 20 minutes he was already
up sucking.  So hopefully
these events are behind me as
it looks like I have a busy
week ahead of me.  

Just a quick reminder about
the Grain Marketing Work-
shop that is being held next
Tuesday February 21, 2017 at
10:00 am at the Emo Inn.
Please let me know if you are
planning to attend – everyone
is welcome, I just need to a
number for lunch!

Be sure to take the time to
read the North West Link – it
is loaded with important dates
and information!  If you are
not getting a copy – please get
in touch with Gary Sliworksy!

Something very exciting ---
we are planning an Ag Day for
April 1st – full on great speak-
ers and a small trade show.
Stay tuned for details!!!!

Moos by Kim Jo Bliss

Michael Gravelle, 
MPP issues statement 
regarding his illness

Over the past months I have
been struggling with a feeling
of uneasiness that I have not
been able to shake. My doctor
diagnosed me with depression
last year. Since then, I have
been grappling with this dis-
ease privately while maintain-
ing, to the best of my ability,
the work that I love to do as
Minister of Northern Develop-
ment and Mines and Member
of Provincial Parliament for
Thunder Bay - Superior North.
It has become clear to me that
it will take some time, effort,
treatment and understanding
to properly address this illness.

Upon advice from my doc-
tors I have asked the Premier
to have one of my colleagues
temporarily assume responsi-
bility for the Ministry of
Northern Development and
Mines while I look after my
health. Premier Wynne has
been incredibly supportive of
me since the moment I dis-
closed my challenges to her
and she fully supports me in
making this decision.

In my absence, my dedicated
staff at the Ministry and Con-
stituency Offices will continue
to address challenges and op-
portunities through their work
at the Ministry of Northern
Development and Mines and
for the constituents of Thunder
Bay - Superior North.

I certainly cannot begin to
express my appreciation for
the understanding of my col-
leagues, friends and family
during this time. It will con-
tinue to be difficult, but with
your love and support I know
that I will be able to treat this
disease and be back to myself
in the very near future, fight-
ing for my constituents and all
Northern Ontarians.

While I appreciate the impor-
tance of talking openly about
mental health, in the very near
term I hope it is understand-
able that I would like to main-
tain my privacy.

- Michael Gravelle, Minister
of Northern Development and
Mines, MPP for Thunder Bay
- Superior North

Back from attending Zone 72
meeting and picked up some
new ideas, learned some perti-
nent facts.  The zone has a new
commander, Ed Kennedy and
a new deputy zone com-
mander, Belle Ekstrom.  The
next zone meeting will be in
Rainy River in September.  It
is interesting to see how each
branch has integrated into the
very fabric of their communi-
ties.  Through their activities
and their donations they have
promoted their towns and sur-

rounding areas.
Support your Legion because

it will help and support you.
See you at the Legion.
We Will Remember Them....

Legion Chat
by Walter Wagner, Major Hughes Br. 54 president

The UPS Store®

Business Printing
• Cheques

• Forms
• Stationery

theupsstore.ca/369
274-5444

Pass Me da Hax
an excerpt from I Call Myself a Prospector by Bob Durnin

Chibougamau was Fred's ter-
ritory. He had spent a year or
three there, and one of his
anomaly chasing crews was
led by Henry Levac, the same
Henry who had tossed Herb S.
into the lake a few years ear-
lier.

The summer had started off
rather poorly for Henry. His
EM gear wouldn't work. The
motor ran fine and the genera-
tor kicked in and went into
transmitting mode, but he
couldn't get a signal. He tried
every possible combination of
batteries, pocket receiver
packs, earphones and receiver
coils. Nothing worked. He ra-
dioed Fred, who sent him out
new earphones, receiver coils,
etc. No go, so Fred sent him
out a complete new
motor/generator set and trans-
mitter coil – still no signal!

“You are doing something
wrong,” said Fred, and
Fecteau brought out the last
spare unit.

Henry told the pilot to wait
and the crew set up the unit
right there in camp. Same old
story.

Henry turned to one of his

men and said, “Pass me da
hax,” and he beat the crap out
of every piece of that equip-
ment. By the time he was
done, the motor/gen was a pile
of twisted aluminium, bent
shaft and broken wires. He
turned his attention to the
transmitter coil and chopped it
into pieces as well. He threw
everything into the aircraft,
climbed in, and back to Chi-
bougamau they went. Fred met
them at the base and Henry
threw the mangled mess on the
dock. “I tol’ you, she don'
work!”

Fred wasn't even upset. That
was Fred: he would drive you
nuts, but always saw your
point of view.

And Henry was right. There
was a problem, and it had been
back in Frood at the lab. A
phone call to Frood elicited a
sheepish apology. It seems that
during the spring break they
had gone over Fred's equip-
ment, tuning up the motors,
changing the couplings,
checking everything including
recalibration of the generator
output. It turned out their own
calibration equipment was

faulty, and every one of Fred's
units was off frequency. No
1000 cycles per second – no
signal. The story should end
happily right there, you'd think
– but no.

A few days later the new im-
proved on-frequency gear ar-
rived. Henry had stayed in
town, and Fred said that they
would make sure the stuff
worked before flying it into
the bush. There was a wide
back lane behind the Hotel
Monaco and they set up the
whole deal just as you would
on the job, fired up the
motor/gen and Henry went
down the lane a hundred feet
or so with the receiver.

“OK,” he said, and trotted
back to tear down and pack up.
Just then a two-ton delivery
van came around the corner
and ran over the whole works!
Such is life.

The story never really ends.
“Pass me da hax” has become
part of our vocabulary. To this
day, when things just plain re-
fuse to work right, I will say to
myself, “Pass me da Hax,” and
I remember Henry Levac.

The Township of Lake of the
Woods (Morson, McCrosson-
Tovell) enjoys a good “old
fashioned” get together.  In the
past, it has hosted some fabu-
lous events.  It celebrated with
school reunions dating back to
1974 and the McCrosson-
Tovell Centennial in 1993.  A
collection of historical photos
and memories can be enjoyed
in a book published to mark
the occasion entitled “Water
Under the Bridge”, a history of
the Little Grassy River, Mc-
Crosson -Tovell.

Now it’s time to celebrate
Canada150 – the 150th birth-
day of Canada!  A collabora-
tive group of people
representing the township
counsel, Lake of the Woods
Recreation Committee, Mor-
son and Lake of the Woods
Women’s Institutes are work-
ing to organize a number of
events in 2017 to mark this
milestone.

A potluck/music evening
will kick it off; Saturday Feb-
ruary 25th at the Bergland Hall
with dinner from 5-7 p.m. and
music to follow.  You are in-
vited to take a break from win-
ter, bring the family to this
evening of food, friends and
entertainment open to every-
one.  Special birthday cake
and ice cream provided.

Watch for info on these other
upcoming events.

July 8th – Beach/Picnic Day
at beautiful Oscar Bay Park.

Enjoy an afternoon of visiting,
games, swimming, sun, food
and fun

Oscar Bay beach is the best
summertime family day-out
park in the west end. 

Labour Day Weekend –
Potluck/ games.  Join us for
friends, food and games in-
cluding Canadian Trivia.  A
chance to learn some unusual
and interesting things about
Canada.

Join us in the celebration!!

Lake of the Woods township to kick 
off Canada 150 celebrations
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John Gibbins Memorial 3rd Annual
Family Day Fish Derby

Monday, February 20
at the Morson Government Dock

Entry Fee:  Early Bird (limited) $30 or Derby Day $35 Adults,  Kids (12 & under)  $5.00
$10.00 for extra holes
Registration opens at 8 am, Prize Presentation at 5 pm

Adult Division: Walleye 1st $1,200 2nd $950 3rd $700 4th $300
Northern 1st $750 2nd $500 3rd $250 4th $100

Children’s Division: 1st $200 2nd $150 3rd $75 4th $25

All Proceeds go to Pagamigaabo Elementary School

For your information:  Washrooms on site, fish shacks allowed, Canteen, holes will be drilled,
minnows available on site.

For more information please contact Tamara Gibbins (807) 271-1486, 
Jazz Comegan (807) 488-5614 or 

Pegamigaabo School (807) 488-5916.

Your local office supply experts

398 Scott Street, Fort Frances 274-2743 www.lowerys.com

Let us refresh your office, boardroom, lounge, or reception area
with a design that suits your business and fits your budget.

Desks, workstations, tables, cupboards,
bookcases, filing systems, chairs

Store Hours:  Baudette:  8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday to Saturday
International Falls:  8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday to Saturday

Both Locations:  Sunday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

www.ronnings.com
Falls (218) 283-8877  Baudette (218) 634-2088Serving our

customers
since 1964

Come in and see our sweatshirt/t-shirt wallCome in and see our sweatshirt/t-shirt wall

Lake of the
Woods

New Arrivals

No Sales 
Tax on 

Clothing
or

Footwear

ONTARIO RENOVATES PROGRAM 
 

Rainy River District Social Services Administration Board 
(RRDSSAB) seeks all low income households in the Rainy River District 
needing repairs to their principal residence. 

Interested homeowners should apply to take advantage of the 2017 Social 
Infrastructure Fund – Ontario Renovates Program (ORP).  The ORP offers financial 
assistance to low to moderate income homeowners who need to make repairs to their 
homes. The program is primarily aimed at moderate income home owner(s) who live 
in substandard dwellings and cannot afford the repairs that are necessary to make 
their home safer and healthier to live in and/or to make improvements that increase 
seniors’ accessibility and address mobility issues. 
 
Target client group for ORP include but not limited to seniors, persons with 
disability, four provincial priorities for ending Homelessness,   low income 
singles and families, or residents of remote communities. 
 
Qualifying homeowners will receive funding from RRDSSAB to undertake 
repairs of modest and affordable housing stock as a grant/loan forgiveness 
at a rate of 10% per year for 10 year period.  
 

For more information contact: 
Rainy River District Social Services Administration Board 

450 Scott Street 
Fort Frances, ON P9A 1H2  

Phone # (807) 274-5349 or  1 (800) 265-5349  

Paid for in part by the Government of Ontario 

 

Band brings excitement to RRHS

by Charleen Gustafson
Monday January 30, Rainy

River High School had its first
band practice in over 20 years.

The excitement was palpa-
ble. As students came in early
to get their instruments ready,
their teacher Katherine
Williams took time to talk.

"Some students are taking in-
struments home to practice...
We are so fortunate. John Dut-
ton came in to help get us
going. We have brand new in-
struments. We needed some-
one to make sure all of them
were working properly. They
needed a little tweaking.

"But most importantly, with
John Dutton here, the students
had a chance to see a master at
work.

Kitty Gale also came in to
help with the flutes. She is the
principal flautist in the Com-
munity Orchestra.

"Mike McInerney also was
here doing a session with the
sax players. The students have
been very spoilt because they
have had all these masters
come in to show them what
these instruments sound like.
They have been an inspiration.

"The students got to choose
their instruments. We have
nearly every instrument we
need except low low bass. We
have flutes, trumpets, trom-
bones. Probably the baritone
sax is the lowest . We have the

double bass because initially
we were thinking jazz band
but then as more kids were
finding out about the chance to
join, we had more kids request
music and we had kids specif-
ically request flutes and clar-
inets and things so we
expanded.

"We hope this will grow. The
policy with the School Board
has changed. Now the Board
does not want students renting
or buying their own instru-
ments. They don't want any-
one to go without so they
provide all instruments," she
paused, to check her plan.

Having the Board provide all
instruments means several
changes. Parents do not have
to pay for rentals or the really
expensive option of buying.
But when the store got all the
rental instruments back in the
summer the store was respon-
sible for cleaning and repair-
ing. Now that responsibility is
with the school, i.e. with Ms
Williams. "That is just the
learning curve," she said.

"I am fortunate again be-
cause of John Dutton being
around. He was here for the
week and will come again oc-
casionally. 

"The first day we were all
three running around getting
the instruments ready.

"I'm fine with the music side
and I am familiar with how the

instruments operate. Over the
last few years I have been for-
tunate because I have had to
learn to play the trumpet and
trombone. Well I can play
scales on them. [ Katherine
began and leads the Commu-
nity Orchestra.] 

"I am not afraid to jump in to
new things.  It all will come
with time. Because most of us
are not really good at every-
thing right away. What is that
saying... master of none? I
know a little bit of everything.
Whereas John knows a lot
about a lot. He's done it all.
Nothing surprises him."

Ms Williams came to Rainy
River High School last year.
Now she teaches drama visual
arts and music.

Last June the Board released
money for the arts. Rainy
River decided to apply for the
start up of a band. Within a
week the Board approved their
plan. When all was in place, it
was September. Students were
already signed up for classes.
As soon as it was announced
that students could go to the
guidance councillors to change
courses, 18 students changed
courses to be able to do music.

Katherine also teaches
drama. The drama club meets
during lunch or after school.
The RRHS OWL Theatre will
be doing The Brothers Grimm
Spectaculation on Thursday,

February 23. "This is a mash up
of all of their Fairy Tales, the
truly horrific ones, put into one
45 minute play. It is very
twisted. And it is so funny!"
Ms. Williams said. But then she
cautioned that it is not for
young children. It deals with
rather mature themes. So, get a
babysitter and make sure to
come. Performances are at
10:30 and at 7:00.

There will also be a musical
in May, the date t be set later.
This one will be called Musical
Stories of the Heart. It will take
the love stories from Beauty

and The Beast, Hairspray and
Grease and do all of those clas-
sic love songs with singing,
dancing and choreography.
This will include students from
Riverview. What a great way to
introduce students to high
school. 

The Band will be performing
one song with the Community
Orchestra in Spring. What a
wonderful opportunity for
these students! "They will get a
chance to see how the orchestra
works and what their instru-
ments can do," said Ms
Williams.

Students coming into band
don't need to know anything
about reading music. All of that
is taught.There will be two
band classes next year, a begin-
ner and a senior. There is also a
beginning guitar class with Ms
Tiffany Rittau who also will
have a  senior guitar class.

"I hope to stay at RRHS, and
I hope this is the start of some
new wonderful things happen-
ing here at the school. I love it.
I am so fortunate. This is the
icing on the cake, getting to do
this band, " she concluded.

Robyn Johnson signed up right away for band classes. She
likes jazz and thought band would be interesting.

Lucas Archie was one of the first students to arrive, and im-
mediately was playing his sax. He chose the sax because he
also is interested in jazz. 

Marcus Hunter is self taught on the drums. He had a band
with friends until some moved away.  It was difficult for
him to stop playing long enough to talk.

The Canadian Taxpayers
Federation (CTF) is warning
the Ontario government
against politically motivated
meddling in the electricity sec-
tor. Reports from multiple
government sources indicate
that the Ontario government is
considering changing how the
global adjustment is calcu-
lated, so that the cost is spread
out more gradually over the
coming years.

The same reports also indi-
cate that the government is
considering reforming pro-
grams that subsidize low in-
come hydro consumers, so that
the subsidies are provided by
the tax base rather than by
other hydro consumers.

“The government is running
scared on the hydro file, be-
cause people in this province
are livid over the high cost of
basic necessities like turning
on their lights, running their
washing machine or even
keeping their families warm in
the winter,” said CTF Ontario
Director, Christine Van Geyn.
“But the solutions the govern-

ment are currently throwing
around deal with their own po-
litical needs rather than the
needs of the province. Nothing
being proposed does anything
to address the reasons hydro
bills are so high, or will stem
the rise in those bills.”

The global adjustment is the
difference between the market
price for electricity, and the
rate the government regulated
or contracted price for electric-
ity. High contracted prices for
wind and solar power have
driven the global adjustment
so high that last year the global
adjustment accounted for 85
per cent of the cost of electric-
ity, and consumers spent $12
billion on it.

“People can’t control their
home power bills, and that’s
because of policies pursued by
this government. Action to re-
duce bills is desperately
needed by the people of On-
tario. But spreading the cost of
the global adjustment over
more years, doesn’t solve the
problem. In fact, will cost
more in interest in the long

term. It’s a politically moti-
vated and short sighted solu-
tion,” continued Van Geyn.

“What the government needs
to do is quit pursuing policies
that raise household bills.
They could scrap the Green
Energy Act, cancel rather than
suspend all new procurement,
they could stop wasting
money on conservation pro-
grams that drive rates up, and
they could reverse the cap and
trade tax that the Auditor Gen-
eral has warned will drive
electricity bills up by 23 per
cent over the next four years.
These reports reveal that the
government is more interested
in optics than real solutions,”
concluded Van Geyn.

The Canadian Taxpayers
Federation has launched a
campaign aimed at engaging
the public and empowering
citizens to take action about
high hydro rates and the cap
and trade tax on home heating
fuels and gasoline. More infor-
mation is available at
www.StopHighEnergyBills.ca
.  

Stop politically motivated meddling
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Classified Ads
Classified Advertising Rules: Personal classified ads are a free service.  They run for 2 weeks
and must be resubmitted if you wish them to run again.  We charge for business classifieds
at $8.75 per inch per week. Please do not phone in free classifieds.  We accept them only by
fax, email, mail, or drop off.  We have a mail box next to the office door if we’re closed.  We ask that
you try to make ads no longer than 25 words.  We do not accept clothing unless it is an expensive
item.  Please don’t use this free service for lists of items.  We will not accept items repeated every
two weeks over long periods of time. Please print or type submissions.  Real Estate ads are not
free.  $10.00 included with the ad of 25 words or less pays for a 4 week run.  Over 25
words will be billed at our regular classified advertising rate of $8.75 per inch per
week.  Billing address must be included with the ad or it will not run.
General Newspaper submissions and letters to the editor: This is an independant publication
solely owned and edited by Jacquie Dufresne.  I will not accept any submissions which are slander-
ous or intended to malign any person, business or organization.  I won’t print any letters to the editor
which are written to anyone other than the editor of this paper unless the editor is addressed.  Sub-
mission of articles originating in other publications will be accepted  providing proof of authorization
is provided.

LIDKEA
Optometry Services
Dr. Robert E. Lidkea
Dr. Bruce A. Lidkea

221 Scott Street 
Fort Frances, Ontario

(807) 274-6655

NORTHERN SPORTS 
& MACHINE

Randy Orton • 651 Cty Rd 1
SW, Baudette

3/4 mile S. of Baudette Motel

(218)
634-1089

ATVs & Snowmobiles
• We service & repair all

makes & models
• Complete Automotive &

Diesel Machine Shop
• Complete line of Sled 

Bed Trailers

Polaris ATVs may not be ridden by anyone under 16
and all riders should take a safety course.  For safety
and training information see your dealer or call Po-
laris at 1-800-342-2764. ATVs can be hazardous to op-
erate. For your safety always wear a helmet, eye
protection, protective clothing and never carry passen-
gers. ©1998 Polaris Industries Inc.

Your outdoor 
furnace dealer!

•Stoves
•Parts
•Accessories
•Installation

Mallard Creek Mechanical
mallardcreek@tbaytel.net - Daryl Meck

691 Barwick Road, Phone 487-1395 or 1-807-271-2201 

Your local H&L Motors rep

See us for your farm
equipment needs!

McCormick, Landini,
Hesston, Valtra, Kuhn,

MacDon and Farm
King

Check out the website:
www.hlmotors.ca

The UPS Store®

Wide Format Printing
• Banners & Posters
• Blue Prints & Maps

• Photographs
theupsstore.ca/369

274-5444

227 feller buncher 23"
roto saw head.In good
shape.$16,000 Please call
Fri.- Sun. @(807)486-
1080. 42

Tire chains for skidders,
loaders, etc., ring and
studded, good quality and
prices, call for prices and
availability 807-599-
2835. 43

8 bunnies $20.00 each 7
weeks old   will become
big    call Claude 486-
3357 43

Laying Hens, 14 months
old, excellent producers
of extra large-large brown
eggs. Fed all natural feed.
$5.00 each. Call and
leave a message at 852-
1695. 44

Give away sofa and 2
matching love seats, dark
brown, 6 years old, has
some surface damage
which can be covered.
Call 274-3180 for further
info. 44

Feed wheat in bulk at
$0.08/lb or in bulk bags
$0,10/lb in bulk bags.
Phone 482-2420. 44

Cert #1 Brandon wheat,
$10/Bu and Cert #1 Car-
berry wheat, $9/Bu. 10%
discount for cash for by
Feb. 28/17.  Call Purity
Seeds at 482-2420. 44

Com #1 Orchard Grass,
$3.50/lb. Wholesale price
is $3.90/lb.  Call Purity
Seeds at 482-2420. 44

Meals On Wheels is cur-
rently needing volun-
teers! Can you spare a
half an hour once in a
while? Please consider
signing up to ensure this
valuable service contin-
ues. Call 274-2244 to
sign up on a day or week
of your choosing. s

Eliminate high heating
costs.  Over 85% Effi-
cient and EPA Qualified.
Central Boiler E-Classic
2300 OUTDOOR
WOOD FURNACE.
Call Today.  Emo Feed
Service Ltd., Canning
Lane, Emo, ON, 482-
2017. 40

Jigs!  Glow jigs & spin-
ners, Disco jigs, other
coloured jigs, red/green
spinners, custom orders,
ph. 852-3669. s

FARM AND
OTHER HEAVY

EQUIPMENT

LIVESTOCK/PETS
FOR SALE

TO GIVE AWAY

SERVICES WANTED
OR AVAILABLE

WE NEED
VOLUNTEERS

MISC. FOR SALE

ATTN FARMERS

Outdoor wood stove, with
radiators, pumps, electric
furnace, 5 cords of fire-
wood, asking $2,000,
phone 276-4293. 44

Super large folding
pocket knife, blade is 7
1/2” long and over 2”
wide, handle almost 10”
long and 2” wide, collec-
tor knife, also has wooden
stained display stand, call
for details, 274-7402. 43

Brand new Ariens snow
blower, heated handles,
cab, deluxe, negotiable,
phone 488-5591. 43

5x5 round bales first cut
hay @ $25, oat grain @
$200/tonne. Pinewood
area, 275-9609. 43

Wanted: Mortiser and
Dovetail jig. 807 861
2020. 43

Wanted a dodge or gmc
4x4 truck year 2000 to
2004 just looking for a
fixer upper call 271-2758
. 44

wanted to buy 2 ton en-
gine hoist (crane) with
wheels. call 274 8315.
42

Wanted to buy 1967 to
1972 Chevrolet or GMC
truck parts. Looking for a
decent cab and other
parts. call 274-8315.
42

Used mail box, call 274-
6639. 42

Wanted, DVR player and
recorder. Phone 274-
6816. 42

Firearms in any condition,
need not be complete or
working. Also interested
in parts, scopes and
sights, ammunition, re-
loading components or
any firearm related items.
Fair prices paid. 274-
0472. s

HOUSE FOR SALE IN
EMO 5 year old bi-level.
24'x40' upper level  2 bed-
room 2 bath. Lower level
2 bedroom 1 Bath, rec
room, laundry room.
Close to the arena.
$314,000.00.  Call 807-
482-3271 or 807-275-
6656. 42

House for sale in Fort
Frances, close to water-
front, 5 bedrooms, 2 full
baths, high eff. gas fur-
nace, central air, new hot
water tank, $159,900, to
view call Tim 274-6405.
44

For Rent in Rainy River,
Newly renovated 2 bed-
room 1 bath main floor.
Overlooking the Rainy

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE OR

RENT & MOBILE
HOMES

WANTED

River close to Hannam
park.     $750.00 plus
hydro and gas.   Call
Roger at 204-268-5249
for viewing.  46

For Rent:   Two bedroom
apartment for rent in
Rainy River. Fridge stove
laundry hookups main
floor large backyard.
available March 1st no
pets $795 a month. Call
or text 807-276-4933.

4

Hunting cabin for sale 85
acres, 20 cleared Cabin
wired and insulated Great
quiet serene spot Ontario,
old homestead with min-
eral rights, asking
$95,000, contact me
Carol Wardman 514-755-
1009 s

I Call Myself a Prospec-
tor, a three-volume set
covering many years of
one man’s unusual life.
Dealing with mineral ex-
ploration back in the day,
with many amusing side
stories, it was fun to write
and is an enjoyable, fast-
paced read. Try it.  Avail-
able at Amazon in print or

NOTICES

Kindle.

Pair and Squares square
dance club in Fort Frances,
starting beginners classes
Feb. 21, we meet at Knox
United Church on Church
St., Tuesday evenings, les-
sons from 6 to 7, dance
from 7 to 9.  We continue
till May 30 then back in
September.

There will be a "Men's
Breakfast" at the Emo Le-
gion Saturday Feb. 18th @
8:00. Mark Mast will be
telling us about a mission
trip to Guatemala. Cost is
$12:00 per person, men
and boys of all ages are
welcome. 40

1996 Dodge 4x4 reg cab.
loaded. Has cmd start,
tow package and a chrome
toolbox. Would make a
great plow truck.  As is.
Asking $800.00 Please
call 807-275-5223. 42

PLANES, BIKES
& OTHER
VEHICLES

RECREATIONAL
ITEMS

Bissell Carpet Cleaner,
slate tile backsplash, high
back bucket seats for van
or motorhome, TV stand,
hockey nets phone 274-
6639. 42

4 winter tires & steel
rims, Snow Tracker ra-
dial ST/2 P205/55R16.
Phone Grace 486-1398.
42

ESP 15 amp surge pro-
tector,like new,$ 50.-
obo.; 1 used motomaster
265-75/16   $ 10.- obo;
M a s t e r c r a f t
bradnailer,drives brad-
nails & crown staples,
never used,$25.- obo.
phone evenings 852-
4354. 44

Aluminum Nerf bars for
a 1996 dodge ram 1500
single cab truck $40 box
rails for a 8 foot box $50
8hp side shaft motor
came of a snowblower
runs good $90 16 tire on
a steel rim came of a
1999 dodge grand cara-
van $50 call 271-2758.
44

Vintage portable singer
sewing machine, mint
green, it works, asking
$50, call Fran 852-3192.
4

Square bales of hay, Tim-
othy and Sweet Clover,
good for horses, $3 each
ph. 486-3512. 44

Mixed Ash firewood, $80
a load delivered, ph. 486-
3512. 44

ford 11 hp hydrostatic
lawn tractor,no deck
350.00..heavy duty light-
weight atv trailer 4ft wide
by 5 ft long with tilt
575.00..mastercraft 5 hp
portable chipper shredder
like new 350.00..phone
487-2226. 43

Ridgid portable threader
1”-2”; Adjustable pipe
die 1/8”-3/4”; Pipe die,
cutter, reamer, very good
condition ph. 274-2125.
44

12 KW generator with
Isuzu diesel engine.
Complete with Murphy
shut-down gauges.
5,900.00. 20 KW PTO
generator. Complete elec-
trical wiring with two 20
amp receptacles, one 50
amp welder receptacle,
and one 100 amp breaker
for direct connect appli-
cations. 3,900.00. No
Sunday calls. 807 271
0442. Text for photos.  
43

LOVESEAT, Natural
Wicker Frame, 2 cushion
w/2 matching throw pil-
lows, 54"Wx33"Hx42"D,
woven fabric, Print Ab-
stract floral, 2 Greens, 2
shades of pink Price $150
pick up Fort Frances 276-
3591. 44

Lots of 5x5 round bales
of hay.  Ph. 487-1623.
43

Need used parts?  Call or stop at

NORTH AUTO
on the highway, west of Fort Frances      274-7243

NORTH AUTO for used parts!
North Auto is your local recycler for used parts.

We can also find new after market parts at reasonable prices.

We are now scrapping for parts the following vehicles:
2004 GMC Sierra 2500 2009 Vibe 2005 GMC Sierra 1500
2010 Fusion 2006 F150 2011 Ram1500
2007 Caliber 2013 Taurus 2009 Explorer
2013 Journey 2009 Lancer 2016 Caravan

emphill
Heating
Vance Hemphill

Natural Gas & Propane 
Appliances

Sales, Services & Installation
Professional Duct Cleaning
home, commercial & cottage

maintenance available

807-271-3516
vhemphill@live.com

Lorelei Locker

OPTOMETRIST
314 Scott Street, Fort Frances

274-0510

Alcoholics Anonymous
Rainy River AA

Please call for meeting time and location
Ph. 1-807-276-1074

808 Scott St., Fort Frances
www.drcousineau.com

274-8551

DR. THOMAS COUSINEAU
-  O P T O M E T R I S T  -

Rainy River District
Women’s Shelter of Hope

If you are a woman who has 
experienced violence or abuse,

staff at the Atikokan Crisis Centre
are available 24 hours a day to 

listen and provide support to you.
Call

1-800-465-3348

• Home 
Renovations

• New 
Construction
• Lake Work

Windows ~ Doors ~ Decks
Docks ~ Drywall ~ Kitchens

Baths and more!
Call Randy 807-276-0263

If your water doesn’t drain...
Ease the strain!  Call

Romyn
Pumping

Colin Romyn
Waste Water Service

483-5339

Office Space for rent
Fort Frances (Old CN Station)

• Multiple offices
• Available immediately
• Affordable pricing
• Central location
• Free parking
• Hall access included

Call 274-9555
for more information

Carr's Repair 
IS PLEASED TO

ANNOUNCE!
That they do Antique

Tractor, Car, and
Pickup Restoration.

Bring that Treasured
Piece of History. And let
CARR'S  REPAIR make 

it look like NEW.
No Sunday calls please.

Phone 487 2548
or see our website at:

www.carrsrepairvintageparts.com

Blue’s
Painting
Service

Quality Painting
with Care

* Call for Free Estimate *
Hugh “Blue” Barrett, Rainy River and surrounding area

807-861-0272     hughbarrett46@gmail.com
Friendly Quality Service!

Booking
now for
Spring

Colors
HAIR & MAKEUP

Danielle Ivall
Stylist/Owner

217 Sixth St., Rainy River
Call today and book
your appointment

NEW NUMBER
807-276-1020

Dine Daily ~ 5:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
www.thunderbirdrainylake.com

10 miles east of Int'l Falls on Hwy. 11
218-286-3151

ON BEAUTIFUL RAINY LAKE

Our Special
This Friday & Saturday is

Chicken Cordon Blèu
Breaded Chicken Breast stuffed
with ham and Swiss cheese on a

bed of wild rice. Served with fresh
vegetables & choice of salad.

Make Your Reservation Today!

Westend
Food Bank
Our Lady of Good

Counsel,
Rainy River

OPEN
Tuesday, Feb. 21

this month

The LaVerendrye Hospital
Auxiliary met February 7 after
a two month winter break.
President Irene Laing, re-
ported that the Northwest Re-
gion spring Conference this
year will be held May 12 & 13
in Red Lake. Members wish-
ing to attend the conference
are advised to contact Irene. 

In shop news there is a need
for more knitters as the stock
of baby sweater sets is running
low. Wool is available for
members wishing to knit for
the shop. There is also a need
for adult slippers and baby
blankets. 

Social Director Janet Lam-
bert advised that the Staff Ap-
preciation coffee break will be
held on February 17. She will
contact members for donations

of dainties. 
The Spring Luncheon will

take place on Monday, March
13 at Hallett Hall at Rainy-
crest. Guest speaker will be
Danette McIntyre, nurse prac-
titioner. Tickets will be avail-
able at the usual locations –
the hospital gift shop, Phar-
masave and Shoppers until
noon on Friday, March 10.
Members are asked to pur-
chase tickets in advance as
they will not be available at
the door. 

June Keddie, Foundation
representative advised that the
Christmas Appeal had been
very successful. The Founda-
tion will be hosting their
luncheon on May 7 with a
theme of “Mama’s Birthday”.
She also advised that it is the

20th anniversary of the Foun-
dation this year. On Monday,
February 20 the Foundation
will be hosting a coffee and
conversation event at the pub-
lic library from 1 to 3 p.m. 

The Auxiliary is looking for
suggestions for a new logo to
be used on letterhead and other
stationary. It was decided to
hold a contest to find a new
logo with a deadline of March
31 for submissions. Anyone
interested in submitting a de-
sign can leave it at the hospital
gift shop. 

A Nominating Committee
was set up. Members inter-
ested in serving on the execu-
tive are invited to contact Irene
Laing, Judy Webster or Helen
Pattison. 

LaVerendrye Hospital Auxiliary Highlights

News from the Rainy
River Curling Club

The Rainy River Curling
Club, Junior Curling program
will be holding a progressive
raffle called “Catch the Ace”
in order to raise needed funds.
The lottery number for this
event is M764179.  Things are
already underway and the pot
is building up.

Join everyone at the Curling
Club every Tuesday night be-
tween 6:30 and 10pm to sign
up.  Tickets are $5 each and

may be purchased for every
round of play but you must be
18 to enter.  The purchaser will
sign a ticket stub so you don’t
need to be there for the draw.

The draws will be video
recorded and placed on the
Curling Club’s Facebook page
so stay tuned to see if you are
a winner.

In other club news, there will
be a Fun Spiel on Friday,
March 3 and Saturday, March

4.  The entry fee is $60 a team
and there will be cash prizes.
To enter call Deb 852-3921 or
Missy 276-2918.

On Saturday, March 4th from
9pm to 1am, the Junior Curl-
ing program is holding a
$1,000 Dance at the Rainy
River Legion.  Only 250 tick-
ets will be sold and the lottery
number for that is M764178.

New funding in FF for
Handi-Van Transit 

The governments of Canada
and Ontario are investing in
public infrastructure that sup-
ports efficient and affordable
transit services that help Cana-
dians to safely get to and from
work, school, and other activ-
ities on time. 

Don Rusnak, Member of
Parliament for Thunder Bay—
Rainy River, on behalf of the
Honourable Amarjeet Sohi,
Minister of Infrastructure and
Communities, today an-
nounced that Fort Frances will
receive funding to replace one
Handi-Van transit bus. 

This project is part of a list of
79 projects across Ontario an-
nounced on February 10th,
2017, under the Public Transit
Infrastructure Fund (PTIF).
The federal government is pro-
viding up to 50 per cent of
funding for these projects and
the provincial government and
municipalities will provide the
balance of funding. 

This investment is part of an
agreement between Canada
and Ontario for the Public
Transit Infrastructure Fund. 

“The Government of Canada
recognizes how important ef-

ficient and sustainable transit
infrastructure is in terms of
getting seniors and those need-
ing extra assistance where they
need to go. Accessibility is an
important issue in northwest-
ern Ontario and I’m very
pleased to see how this fund-
ing program will benefit the
Fort Frances area through the
project we’re celebrating
today.” 

--Don Rusnak, MP Thunder

Bay—Rainy River 
“The federal investment will

help us to meet our ongoing
commitment to enhance transit
services, and allow us to meet
the accessibility and mobility
needs of our community with
the replacement of one Handi-
van bus.” 

— The Honourable Bill
Mauro, MPP for Thunder Bay-
Atikokan 
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