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A little girl’s wonderful
birthday wish

by Marlene Deschamps
Sandra McNay's daughter

Samantha loves horses and had
a chance to visit with the mini
horses and feed them carrots
and apples through her Mom's
friend. With a 5th birthday
coming up Sandra suggested
that maybe instead of getting
just more stuff and toys she
didn't need, she might want to
ask for donations and use them
to help out somewhere.
Samantha jumped at the chance
and considering she was only
going to be 5 and willing to
forgo presents shows she is
amazing. Samantha said she
wanted to collect money to feed
the little horses. Invitations
were sent out requesting only
home made birthday cards and
a donation.  Samantha ended up
with the flu and couldn't even
attend her own party but she
collected a huge amount of
cash ($220) from her friends.
This resulted in them being

able to purchase 14 bags of
feed that consisted of horse
cubes and pellets. Sandra said
they filled the bed of a pickup
with 14 bags that weighed
around 50 pounds each. 

Joyce Young has had to give
up many of her horses and is
down to two for one on one
therapeutic with a few kids, but
she is taking care of the mini
horses. She said this gift was
absolutely unbelievable. She
added who would think a 5 year
old would give up toys and do
this. She said she was absolute-
ly speechless but seeing the
kids with the mini horses was a
real treat. She remarked she
wanted to do something so she
gave gift certificates for the
children who had participated
so they could each have an hour
riding the horses. Sandra men-
tioned she would put those gift
certificates in the thank you
cards Samantha would send out

to her young friends. Samantha
got a chance to go out and feed
the horse with a friend who
also couldn't attend because of
the flu. Her and her friends had
a great time with the horses and
received lots of hugs from
Joyce. 

During an interview with
Samantha, she said she did get
gifts from Mom and they were
a real cowgirl hat and real cow-
girl boots and a fancy pink
ranch shirt. She added that pink
was her favorite color. She said
other kids should do this cause
they don't need more toys and
they could help the horses or
friends of animals or the food
bank or people who get in acci-
dents. She appears to be quite
unaware of just how special her
decision to forgo presents is
and just enjoyed her hot choco-
late and answered whatever
questions were asked. 

Samantha's Mom said that
this is a real mother-daughter
opportunity for quality time. It
gets her outdoors doing some-
thing she loves. Sandra thinks
many children have far too
much stuff and spend way too
much time in front of a TV or
computer. She strongly feels
other parents and children
should read about what
Samantha did and consider
doing the same. This is obvi-
ously one birthday Samantha
will never forget. It is also a gift
the horses out at Joyce's can
enjoy for some time and it
introduced all Samantha's little
friends to the fun in giving and
the fun in having contact with
the mini horses. So many side
benefits derived because a little
5 year old loves horses and was
willing to give up presents.
Very happy to have met you
Samantha. It was a treat. 

Samantha lovingly feeds one of Joyce’s mini horses some hay.

A grateful Joyce Young gives Elizabeth Cousineau and
Samantha a hug after receiving 14 bags of horse feed.

Rainy River Walleye Tournament
'hooks' Dimestore Fishermen
by Marlene Deschamps

Andrew Hartnell, Economic
Development Officer for Rainy
River and who is helping coor-
dinate the Rainy River Walleye
Tournament set for September
23rd-25th 2010 has hooked a
real  deal for Rainy River. 

Jim Hoey, host of the
Dimestore Fishermen will be
down from September 23rd-
29th. Jim and his crew will be
taking in the tournament festiv-
ities and possibly talking with
locals and being involved in the
tournament in some way. They
do not just come down and film
a fishing show and leave, they
interact with locals and take a
look at the history and why
locals love the town so much. 

Andrew was looking at the
Schreiber website because they

are working on a pellet plant in
their town and as Rainy River is
looking to get industry in their
town he thought he would get
some more information.  As he
was on the website he came
upon a promotional video and
realized how much like Rainy
River Schreiber was-a very
active fishing and recreation
community. Since the promo-
tion committee wanted to make
a promotional video but were
not sure how to go about
it,Andrew believes this is the
best thing to happen for Rainy
River and surrounding area, to
promote to the country and
beyond what Rainy River has
to offer. The Town of Rainy
River and Rainy River Future
Development have picked up
the cost to bring the show to

Rainy River. 
During the filming of the

Dimestore Fishermen from
Rainy River, they will be able
to use local sponsor that can be
promoted with logo and contact
information which will get
national coverage for their
business, which is a great rea-
son to be part of this wonderful
opportunity. In return, Rainy
River not only gets national
coverage of the town and the
tournament, they also receive a
promotional video they can put
on the town's website and a
promotional DVD to hand out
at trade shows, to tourists and
any other area where Rainy
River wishes to promote both
their great community and let
the world know they are open
for business opportunities. 

Open House on proposed hydroelectric
project draws interest

by Marlene Deschamps
An open house on the pro-

posed hydroelectric project for
the Namakan River was held on
Thursday February 18th at the
Adventure Inn. The event drew
interest from many as they
wandered around looking at the
video presentations and engi-
neering maps that were dis-
played around the room. On
hand were the Project
Coordinator and
Environmental Coordinator of
CHANT Construction along
with Tim Saville, P .Eng from
OPEG (Ojibway Power &
Energy Group) and Chief Leon
Jourdain from LacLaCroix
First Nation. 

The hydroelectric project will
see a dam built on Bill Lake
and it will be done with private
sector dollars. The environ-
mental impact studies have
been completed and according
to the spokesperson ready to
answer questions, there will be
no impact on either Quetico or
fish species along the water
course. They are, and will con-
tinue to have, ongoing monitor-
ing on environmental issues
throughout the project's
advancement. They have met
with local forest management
agreement holders, resource
users tourist associations in the
area and have kept them updat-
ed on their progress and
addressed any adjustments
requested. They are waiting for
approval from various govern-
ment ministries, both provin-
cial and federal. MPP Howard
Hampton is working in support

of OPEG and they are hopeful
they will get approval and a go
ahead to proceed with an
access road and connection and
site clearing by June of 2010. 

In the introduction it is shown
that OPEG is a partnership
between the Ojibways of Lac
La Croix First Nation and
Chant Construction Limited. In
this project OPEG is proposing
to construct a 'run-of-river'
hydroelectric generating station
with a nameplate capacity of
6.4 Megawatts, approximately
90 km south-west of Atikokan
and 100 km south-east of Fort
Frances. The dam will be con-
structed at Bill Lake. The pro-
posed undertaking incorporates
the following key features: an
overflow weir at High Falls
approximately 40 m upstream
from the crest; and overflow
weir at the Back Channel of
Bill Lake; bridge across the
Back Channel of Bill Lake;
powerhouse, sluiceway, intake
and tailrace structures at High
Falls; rock removal at constric-
tion points downstream from
High Falls, at upper Hays
Rapids; 2.3 km access road
from Flanders Road to High
Falls Generation Station. 2.3
km long 44 kV wood pole
power line and corridor from
High Falls to connect to the
existing Hydro One line on
Flanders Road; a switchyard to
transform power to Hydro One
grid voltage; 44 kV-25 kV
transformer sub-station for
connection to Neguaquon Lake
IR 25D; staging/laydown areas
with capacity for mobile crush-

ing station and possible tempo-
rary concrete batching plant. 

There are many benefits cited
for the Lac La Croix First
Nation including employment,
both short and long term and a
long term revenue stream that
can provide the required
financing for other economic
development opportunities.
There are also benefits cited for
the region in terms of direct hir-
ing, contracting, material sup-
plies and spin offs. The benefits
to Ontario are noted as being
assistance in Ontario meeting
its future energy needs with
electrical generation from
renewable energy sources.
These sources are virtually
unlimited, everlasting, clean
and sustainable from nature,
without having to burn non-
renewable hydrocarbon or use
fuel with higher environmental
impacts. With long term con-
tracts it can protect ratepayers
and  by distributing renewal
energy generation projects
throughout the province the
grid is made stronger and more
reliable. 

The project schedule would
see activity starting in the
spring of 2010 and the hydro-
electric project coming into
service in the winter of 2012.
The schedule allows time for
cleanup and site rehabilitation
prior to commissioning. This is
a very ambitious project that
could benefit many in the area
especially since the province is
still pushing ahead for the clo-
sure of the coal burning plants
in Atikokan and Thunder Bay. 

Stephanie Rivest, Project Coordinator from CHANT  Construction and Chief Leon Jourdain
from LacLa Croix First Nation.

North Star Community School welcomes
first early learning program students

On February 10, 2010, par-
ents and their children were
welcomed to North Star
Community School for regis-
tration in the Rainy River
District School Board’s first
Early Learning Program.
Students that will be attending
Kindergarten for first time in
September 2010 had the oppor-
tunity to tour the school, visit
their classroom, and meet the
teacher.  Each child received a
backpack containing valuable
information about the
Kindergarten Program and how

parents can help their children
to prepare for Kindergarten.  

This fall, North Star
Community School will wel-
come Junior Kindergarten stu-
dents to a full-day, every-day
Early Learning Program to help
them develop the foundational
social, emotional, academic
and physical skills necessary to
succeed in school and in life.
The Rainy River District
School Board has always
believed in providing its stu-
dents with enhanced opportuni-

ties to learn and has offered a
full-day, every-day Senior
Kindergarten program for sev-
eral years.  

North Star Community
School’s staff is committed to
working in partnership with
parents, caregivers, and com-
munity partners in a collabora-
tive effort to provide a solid
education for all students.  The
school continues to welcome
parents and their children to
visit the school and register for
Kindergarten at anytime.


