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Christie Dufresne was the top
fund raiser in the Cuts for
Cancer part of the Relay for
Life event held in Dryden this
past weekend.  She raised
$2,560.46 and won a $50.00
gift certificate from Wal*Mart
and a $300.00 gift certificate
from Bearskin Airlines.
Christie’s team “Rednecks II”
raised a total of $5,228.27 and
were the top fundraising team.  

Christie is originally from
Rainy River but now lives in
Ear Falls.  Her two ponytails
are so thick they will easily
produce two luxurious wigs for
cancer patients.  Her hair was
shaved off by her sister Ashley
Stamler who is also a fund rais-
er, having twice made the Polar
Plunge in Fort Frances in sup-
port of the Rainy River Skate
Park. Ashley was quite delight-
ed to be able to shave her sis-
ter’s head and not be in huge
trouble for doing it.  (A child-
hood experience remembered!) 

Christie was followed on the
hair shaving platform by her
partner Kevin Thompson and
his son Kole who took part in

Dryden, Red Lake, Sioux Lookout
Relays for Life raise over $200,000

From left, Christie Dufresne, Kevin and Kole Thompson.

the face painting before having
his thick head of hair lopped
off.  Kole, only nine years old,
raised $715.00.

The Dryden event raised junst

It’s a green light for the abattoir
by Marlene Deschamps

The Rainy River District
Regional Abattoir Inc.
President, Steve Loshaw, made
the announcement regarding
the abattoir at their meeting on
Thursday, May 28th. It has
been a long time coming and
there have been many detours
and bumps along the road but
the group's perseverance finally
paid off. 

Cold Box Builders out of
Vaughan, Ontario were award-
ed the contract for construction
and they will be using local
sub-contractors as much as
possible. They are hoping for a
start date at the end of June and
completion by the end of 2009.
The plant will be provincially
inspected but could be upgrad-
ed to federal standards down
the road. It will operate as a not
for profit business. The $2 mil-
lion, 3,600 square foot 'kill and
chill' plant will be located at 26
Byng Street in Emo. Staff will
be a manager and two or three
part-time workers once it goes
into operation. It is anticipated
to slaughter 20 animals per
week. The facility will handle

beef, pork, bison, elk, sheep
and goats. 

Funding for the project comes
from FedNor, The Northern
Ontario Heritage Fund and the
O n t a r i o C a t t l e m e n ' s
Association. The local portion
of $360,000 will be raised by
RRDRAI. There are currently
108 members and about 900
a n i m a l s c o m m i t t e d .
Membership is $500 and pro-
ducers who are members get a
discount as well as those who
have made animal commit-
ments will get an additional
discount as well as priority
booking. Projected cost to
slaughter a cow is $140. 

Steve Loshaw gave those
attending the meeting a positive
message in that he said they
hoped that maybe there is some
money out there and that peo-
ple would like to help reduce
the $360,000 so that it was
more manageable. He noted
that the use of the facility when
it is up and running it would
promote local products and
added that the district has gone
many years without an abattoir
and they have to use it. He also

wanted to praise the hard work
and patience of the board and
the membership. He acknowl-
edged the RRFDC and Geoff
Gillon, ag rep Gary Sliworski,
Jane Gillon with the Ministry
of Northern Development and
mines and the townships of
Barwick, Emo and LaVallee for
their contributions. 

Steve said membership is
open to all, not only producers
and they already have some
non-producer memberships as
well as some financial contri-
butions from those who support
the abattoir. They welcome
more as for every dollar they
receive that mortgage of
$360,000 becomes a smaller
amount. They also appreciate
all the work Jeanette Cawston
has been doing working with
the Rainy River Cattlemen's
Association. Their vision is to
have branded "Rainy River
Raised" beef in all the retail
stores in the region. Judging
from comments from the public
they are ready and willing to
buy local and just waiting for
the opportunity.

Residential Taxes to increase by
1.1026% in Fort Frances
by Marlene Deschamps

During the Regular Council
Meeting held on Monday, June
8th, a Public Meeting was held
to have approval of the 2009
Budget. Council had attached
materials and Dwayne Allen
led Council through the budget
with the level and amount of
increase for the various cate-
gories. This was preceded by
Jon Evans, BDO Dunwoody
presenting the 2008
Consolidated Financial
Statements and Management
Letter. The results for the tax-
payers of Fort Frances are a 1-
1026% increase in residential
taxes. 

During Committee of the
Whole verbal updates were
given by G. Bell on current
local projects and D. Brown
also on current local projects.
George Bell informed Council
that they just had a meeting
with Tom Jones, the contractor
for Phase 11, which will see the
Tower and Hallett moved to the
waterfront by the marina area.
According to Bell they have
erected fencing at both - where
the tower will be dismantled
and where it will be re-located.
He noted the bike path would
not be blocked. They hoped to
have the Tower removed by the
end of June. He told Council
there was a display in the
Marina as to what the project
will look like along with a
brochure. He said the project
should be completed by the
middle of November. Doug
Brown spoke as to the road
construction and infrastructure
rehabilitation taking place.
Work already in progress is a
bit ahead of schedule. He told

Council what changes would
be made in order for the annual
BIA Show and Shine to take
place in the usual area. The cars
will be displayed in the parking
area behind the Post Office. He
also said they will give Scott
Street and Portage businesses 7
days notice for the Portage
Avenue/Scott Street shutdown
and it is hoped the work will be
completed within a week. They
are working with the BIA on
this. As to the Portage Avenue
underpass, they are expecting
to hear from the CN within the
next few days. The CN have
had the 2nd set of soil anchor
tests for over a month and the
Town needs their approval for
further work to proceed. The
Town is still waiting on
announced funding from the
Minister of Transportation
regarding the connecting link
work to be done on a section of
road in the east end. Although
the importance of hearing
about the dollars available in a
timely fashion because of the
shorter construction season in
this area had been pointed out
to the Ministry, they are still as
Mayor Avis stated "in a holding
pattern". 

Council have set up a com-
mittee consisting of
Councillors Weidenhoeft, Perry
and Albanese and Mayor Avis
to look at the Council
Remuneration and Travel
Expense Policy. 

During the Council Meeting,
the following by-laws were
passed:

By-law 20/09 A by-law to
amend an agreement of pur-
chase and sale with 1621623

Ontario Limited.
By-law 37/09 - A by-law to

approve a contract with Bay
City Contractors (Thunder
Bay) Inc. for reconstruction of
portions of Victoria Avenue,
Nelson Street and Portage
Avenue (Tender No. 09-OF-
03).

By-law 40/09 - A by-law to
adopt the estimates of all sums
required for all municipal pur-
poses during the year 2009. 

By-law 41/09 - A by-law to
authorize capping parameters
for commercial, industrial and
multi-residential capped prop-
erty classes and to establish a
minimum tax level for certain
eligible properties.

By-law 42/09 - A by-law to
authorize the levy and collec-
tion of taxes for all municipal
purposes in the Town of Fort
Frances for the year 2009.

By-law 43/09 - A by-law to
establish a percentage by which
tax decreases are limited in
2009 to properties in the
Commercial, Industrial and
Multi-residential property
classes. 

By-law 44/09 - A by-law to
authorize the levying and col-
lection in 2009 of a special
charge of taxes upon the
Business Improvement Area. 

By-law 45/09 - A by-law to
approve a lease agreement with
Rainy River District Social
Services Administration Board
and agreements with various
partners for purposes of an out-
reach program at 1018 Webster
Avenue. 

Next regular Council Meeting
will take place on Monday,
June 22nd. 

OPP respond to call for assistance
at Young Offender Facility

On June 3, 2009 shortly after
6:30 pm., Fort Frances OPP
officers responded to a call for
assistance at the Ge-Da-Gi-
Binez Youth Centre in Fort
Frances, Ontario. The OPP
Communication Centre
received a call from the manag-
er of the Youth Centre advising
police that two Youth Centre
workers had been assaulted by

youths who were in custody.  
OPP officers attended the

Youth Facility and assisted the
young offender facility staff.
The youths involved in the
assault were arrested and an
investigation ensued.  Two
workers who were assaulted at
the centre received non life
threatening injuries.  

As a result of police investiga-
tion, one 18 year old male and
one 15 year old male have been
charged with assault.  OPP con-
tinued their assistance to the
facility by transporting all
youths from the Ge-Da-Gi-
Binez facility to another young
offender facility in Thunder
Bay.                                         

Fort Frances Lions Club hold 2nd
Annual Dand-e-Lion Festival
by Marlene Deschamps

The Fort Frances Lions Club's
2nd annual Dand-e-Lion
Festival was held at Lions Park
on Sunday June 7th. It was
chilly but the rain held off so
the crowd could enjoy a hot
dog and pop or hamburger and
pop and listen to the music pro-
vided by the Borderland
Ensemble. There was also free
cake and coffee for everyone.
The younger folks got free
colouring books, crayons and
balloons. 

The Lions also used the festi-
val as another means of collect-

ing old eye glasses, hearing
aids and old cell phones.
Anyone donating any of these
items were given their choice
of a hot dog and pop or ham-
burger and pop. 

Later on during the festival
there were thirty plain bricks
removed from the brick path
leading up to the fountain so
the bricks could be purchased
by people to honour or in
memoriam for a loved one.
They usually lay about thirty
bricks each spring. The bricks
cost $100 and are inscribed
according to your wishes.

Anyone wishing to purchase a
brick for next year can contact
Luke Schill or Jeannie Fiset.
Lions President, Jacques Fiset,
had the honour of placing the
bricks this year. Many people
who purchased bricks were on
hand and got to choose where
the bricks were placed along
the path. 

The Fort Frances Lions Club
who were chartered on June 6,
1964, continue to do great
things for the community and
continue to live up to their
mantra "We Serve".

RRFDC hires new intern

by Marlene Deschamps
Rainy River Future

Development Corporation has a
new intern on board for the

next year. His name is Trevor
Bonot. He is originally from
Stratton and has been attending
Lakehead University. He is
done for now but hopes to
return to university in the
future. In the meantime Trevor
has his plate full working on
marketing and events for
RRFDC.

Although Trevor will be help-
ing out with events throughout
the district and helping organ-
ize some of them, one of his
main responsibilities will be to
organize the Northern Network

Conference Fort Frances will
be hosting in 2010. It has been
close to ten years since the con-
ference was held in this area.
He will be working with
Northwestern Ontario
Development Network, the
Chamber of Commerce from
each area as well as other part-
ners. The conference will be
attended by persons from
Northern Wisconsin and
Minnesota as well as
Northwestern Ontario. He will
be working out of the RRFDC
office in Fort Frances.

under $54,000, Red Lake
raised $76,000 and Sioux
Lookout raised $72,000 bring-
ing their district total to
$200,000.00.


