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Rural Ag group expanding 4th Annual Purina

local opportunities
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by Marlene Deschamps

A Rural Agricultural Meeting
was held on May 27th at the
Emo Royal Canadian Legion
Branch #99. Topics included
the rural agricultural informa-
tion update and the launch of
the Rural Agriculture website.

The Rural  Agriculture
Initiative is sponsored under
the Rainy River Future
Development Corporation, the
Government of Canada and
FedNor. Jeanette Cawston in
the person heading this initia-
tive. While those that attended
enjoyed a very tasty soup and
sandwich meal, Jeanette did a
power point presentation on
what has been happening and
what will be happening and
their involvement in promoting
the area. Jeanette has been such
an asset to the initiative that her
funding contract has been
extended to the end of the year
and they are looking for a fur-
ther three year contract.

The purpose of the initiative
is to expand producer opportu-
nities in all aspects of the rural
agriculture community. Over
the three year initiative, there
has been many meetings and
trips to other agriculture areas
in order to learn from their suc-
cesses and to promote this area.
Some of the few things pointed
out during the presentation
were: local food marketing;
local food events;, benchmark-

Jerry Gal usha of Sleeman had the oppor

ing other successes; working
with the vet services committee
(they are still trying to attract a
large animal vet to the area);
the agriculture bio-fuel three
year trial; Clover Valley Winter
Market Store; immigration,
(land inventory- in order to
recruit young farmers to our
rural communities, a land for
sale inventory was set up);
quarterly public meetings;
North  American Farmers
Direct Marketing Conference;
Growing the Margins
Conference; Spring Gathering
in Chapple; specia projects
funding support; Marketing the
District by attending the Fort
Frances Chamber Home &
Leisure Show; design market-
ing tools;, July FedNor Rural
Agriculture Tour and EARS
Loca Food BBQ; Clover
Valey Farmers Market Food
Box; Emo Fair Booth;
Purchase of the Grand
Champion 4-H Market Steer;
Market labeled bottle water;
Tour of Thunder Oaks Cheese
Facility and encouraging year
two of the Bio-Fuel Trial;
working with and on First
Nations events, booth at the
Ontario Open Door Farm Show
with specia jerky made and
items available from Rainy
River EIk, Cornell Farms,
Sunrise Meats and Dawson
Buffalo Farm as well as honey
sticks. (there was much interest

Just another woodpile you say?

expressed at the show about
farming in the Rainy River
District) and many promotional
materials were handed out;
attending the Royal Winter Fair
where there were special Rainy
River District Product Gift
Boxes available as well as over
1,000 district brochures and
200 land for sale flyers along
with 200 district maps which
had OMAFR farm statistics on
the flip side; hosting the 2nd
annual Rainy River District
Harvest Dinner; working with
the interns; Fort Frances
Chamber Chili Cook Off where
al ingredients except for the
Chili powder were from the
district; Rainy River District
Product Gift Boxes that are
usually sold out where ever
they are featured.

Over the rest of the year,
Jeanette will continue working
to promote food localism; con-
tinue to market the district;
seek large animal vet; food
branding workshops;, 2009
work with Abattoir and meat
processor; Rainy River District
Cattlemen's (branding of a dis-
trict beef product Rainy River
Raised); vaccine protocol, pre-
sort sale brochures; flying and
laying the ground work in
preparation for the abattoir
being built; bio energy com-
mercial agriculture pellet proj-
ect and assisting different com-
Please see Rural Ag on pg. 5
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tunity to buy wood from
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Wes Friesen once he was fin-

ished logging hiswood lot. Using Willard Peters splitter, he chopped the waste material into
different sizes and lengths for usein different size stoves. Then came thejob of stackingit. So
in the end, this massive one-man job (and Jerry isnot exactly a spring chicken) produced a
woodpile four feet high and 500 feet long and containing approximately 9,000 pieces of poplar
and birch. Thewholejob took 30 days. The Galusha placeis located two houses east of

L owes Lumber on highway 11 and it’sworth alook isyou'redriving past. Jerry said it wasa
bit more than he needs for hisfurnace so if anyone wantsto buy somethey’ll get a good price.

Martin Dufresne

275-8916
852-4237

General Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Are you paying too much?

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

Proudly Serving the Entire Rainy River District

by Marlene Deschamps

The 4th Annua Purina Walk
for Dog Guides took place on
Sunday, May 3lst at Pither's
Point. The Voyageurs Lions
Club, who holdsthewalk local-
ly were pleased with this year's
results. Co-ordinator Kendall
Richardson said they managed
to raise around a thousand dol-
lars more thisyear, bringing the
total up to around $2,500.

There were 20 registered par-
ticipants this year. Sherri
Eisenzopf, who walked with
Odakley, was the top money
raiser thisyear. Dr. Dan, who is
amajor contributor to the walk,
donated gift certificates for vet
care. He along with Safeway
and donations from various
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local businesses saw enough
prizes for every participant to
receive one. Sharon got a prize
gift certificate aswell asaprize
from the basket. Incentive
prizes also available are mailed
from the foundation directly to
the winners. One received the
umbrella and there were 5 oth-
erswho will win tote bags from
the foundation for raising over
$100.

Kendall said that Jm and Val
Martindale had the opportunity
to go on atour where they train
the guide dogs and they were
really impressed.

There were dogs of al sizes
and breeds who turned out for
this year's Purina Walk for Dog
Guides. The big and small ver-

og Guides

[

sions were a pair of St
Bernards and a chihuahua. The
little one appeared to suffer
from what they call the small
dog syndrome as it had no
problem with barking at or
challenging any dog, no matter
the size. The big dogs usually
just look at these small, noisy
creatures with just a modem of
curiosity which isagood thing-
especialy for thelittle one. The
weather was quite chilly and
windy but the rain and predict-
ed (should | even say it) snow
didn't happen to spoil the walk
which went from the Point to
the Marina and back. Everyone
appeared to be having a good
time, especialy the dogs.

Student led parent conference
sees 100% turnout
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Mom, Petrina Leonard holding brother Stanley Johnson (aged 2 yrs.), Zerlinga W hitecrow

and step-father, Justin Handor gan.

by Marlene Deschamps

Thisyear's student led confer-
ence with parents held for
Grades 7 & 8 saw a 100%
turnout. The students met with
parents/caregivers during three
different sessions held at
Robert Moore School on
Thursday, May 28th.

The process for the confer-
ence was. parents role-to read
and listen to student's writing;
to ask questions presented in
the plan created by the stu-
dents; to engage in a positive
discussion of the reflections
created by the student and to
respond, in writing, regarding
the improvements and future
goals of the students. The stu-
dent's role was-to show their
writing to their
parent/guardian/volunteer; to

read some of their pieces of
writing to them and to engage
the adult in ameaningful litera-
cy discussion.

Cam Keast and Sonja
Bodnerchuk, both Grade 7
teachers, along with three oth-
ers were on hand for the con-
ferences taking place in the
gym. For any students that did-
n't have a parent or guardian
available to participate, one of
the teacherstook that role. Both
Cam and Sonja said there were
very few students that didn't
have someone attend the con-
ference. They aso both related
their excitement about the
parental response and said what
a wonderful opportunity for
child and parent/caregiver to
communicate with each other

on the student's successes, what
they had learned, their growth
and their goals. Each student
had the opportunity to display
their written work with the
adult and to discuss it and
explain what completing any
particular assignment had
taught them. The family unit in
the picture were having a great
time and the adult members of
this particular family unit were
somewhat surprised at al the
student had learned, both in
class and in her research for
some of the work she had on
display.

This substitute for the previ-
ous parent/teacher conferences
sure appears to be more pro-
ductive for both the parent and
the student.
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