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RR District School Board receives Stamp Club hears history
positive operational review

The Ministry of Education is
performing Operational
Reviews of the 72 district
school boards across the
province. Composed of exter-
nal consultants from Deloitte &
Touche LLP and Ministry of
Education staff, the
Operational Review Team con-
ducted the review over a three
day period in January. Four
functional areaswere reviewed:
Governance and School Board
Administration; Financial
Management; Human
Resources Management and
School  Staffing/Allocation;
and School Operations and
Facilities Management. The
purpose was to assess the
extent to which the School
Board has implemented the
leading practices set out in the
“Operational Review Guide for
Ontario School Boards'.

The review found that the
Rainy River District School
Board (RRDSB) is well man-
aged. Noted strengths of the
school board include a clearly
articulated system plan for stu-
dent success, effective budget
management, and a strong and
aligned leadership team that
communicates effectively and
shares a common vision.
Management proactively moni-
tors student enrolment and
staffing levels, and implements
effective fiscal policy in an
environment of declining enrol-
ment.

-Operational Review
Report March 2009

The report highlights a num-

ber of leading practices estab-

lished by the Board, and makes
recommendations for key
opportunities for improvement.

The Board is noted for key
leading practices in
Governance and School Board
Administration. Two in partic-
ular are noted from the report:

e “The school board has
adopted a governance structure
that clearly delineates the roles
and responsibilities of the
board of trustees and the senior
administration team of the
school board.”

 “The school board’s gover-
nance model is further support-
ed by a positive relationship
between the Director and the
trustees. This positive relation-
ship promotes an open dialogue
and contributes to an effective
decision-making process.”

Chair of the Board, Dan
Belluz, was involved in the
thorough review and stated that
he was pleased with the out-
come as it confirms his belief
that thisBoard isfunctioning as
expected in the Education Act:
"Our trustees understand their
role and work together to
ensure that the Rainy River
District School Board has the
appropriate policies to enhance
student success. This review
confirms our actions and
encourages us to continue to
support our staff in our desire
to improve learning outcomes
for students." One area of
improvement from the reports
was that the Board should con-
sider consolidating the business
functions (such as human
resources, finance and facili-

ties) into the board system plan.
Thiswill enable the department
to link their respective opera-
tional plans to the annual plan
and we will review our policies
and support our staff in an
effort to become a stronger
organization.

The Operational Review team
highlighted that the trustees
receive interim  financial
reports that provide compar-
isons of actual to budget and to
appropriate benchmarks with
variance explanations, as a
strong and aleading practicein
the province. Chair Belluz
added: "This Operational
Review by the Ministry demon-
strates that management and
the trustees are working togeth-
er to ensure the organization
supports your child's learning.

Thisis the third audit that the
Board has undergone in athree
year period volunteering to
pilot the first Operation Review
two years ago. The Board also
requested that it be one of the
first Transportation Reviews,
receiving, as a result, an addi-
tional $200,000 annualy to
meet transportation needs. The
latest review reinforces the
excellent work between the
trustees and staff of the Rainy
River District School Board,
which is culminating in great
opportunities for its learners.

The Board report from the
Operational Review can be
found on the Board website.
The final report from the
Ministry will be posted upon
receipt at: www.rrdsh.com

Meet our new Detachment
Commander |nspector
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Detachment Commander S/Sgt. John Kendrick

by Marlene Deschamps
The OPP have named their
new Detachment Commander

by Marlene Deschamps

On Thursday, May 14th,
eleven students from both the
Rainy River District School
Board and the NorthWest
Catholic District School Board
gathered at Robert Moore
School to vie for top spot in the
District Speech Contest.

The eleven students competed
at the school level during
Education Week and were sent

Martin Dufresne

275-8916
852-4237

who officially took over the
post on May 11th. Heisreplac-

Speech

on to this next level. Although
Mine Centre and North Star
schools did not compete it is
hopeful they will next year. All
schools throughout the district
are invited to compete.
Winning the plaque for his
school and trophy for first place
was Ben Mast from SCAP. His
top was Skiing. Taking second
and winning a trophy and gift

ing Inspector Dave Lucas who
moved to Kenora earlier this
year. S/Sgt. Steve Shouldice
has been acting superintendent
in the interim. Commander
Kendrick has served as OPP
regional traffic manager in
Thunder Bay and has also
served in Marathon, Pickle
Lake, Lindsey and Owen
Sound. He recently finished his
stint as regional manager in
traffic and marine in the
Northwest Region. When asked
why he applied to serve in this
post, Commander Kendrick
said it was an great opportunity
and he was familiar with for-
mer Staff Sergeant, Hugh
Dennis. He added that Dennis
praised the programs in the
area such as DARE and other
detachments modified and used
some programs based on pro-
grams in Fort Frances. He
noted that the area is slightly
larger and working on a land
border will be something new.
He attended the DARE gradua-
tion held a St. Francis and
spoke briefly to the students
and parents.

Contest

certificate was Angela Cole
from St. Francis School for her
speech on Conjoined Twins.
Third place which also receives
a trophy and gift certificate
went to lan Kit from St. Francis
School. His top was Animal
Abuse.

All students competing at this
level receive a certificate and
medallion.
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on local library

by Marlene Deschamps

MaryPasechko,
Secretary/Treasurer of the Fort
Frances District Stamp Club,
has a fondness for al things
historic. She also feels our his-
torical buildings should get
their proper respect along with
some gratitude shown to those
that are responsible for their
being built in our town. She did
a "Show and Tell" at a recent
Stamp Club Meeting that might
be of interest to others who also
have a fondness for al things
historic.

Fort Frances has connection
toa U.SA. stamp. In 1914 an
American millionaire gentle-
man interested in culture and
education chose Fort Francesto
build a Library. The land was
secured/donated by the govern-
ment. This corner lot at one
time was Crown Land, in fact
there was a Department of
Lands and Forests Fish hatch-
ery next door, which was torn
down and is the shared parking
lot for the Library and clinic.
(We used to run over and peek
through the windows, when
were were kids, to see the small
fingerlings in the fish tanks).
Now Mr. Carnegie not only
built us a Library, he also

£y

STOCKED it with BOOKS!

But how did we thank him for
his gesture? | have not seen his
picture on the wall. We have
Huffman  School, Robert
Moore School, LaVerendrye
Hospital-all called by "name"
but why, when or by whom was
the CARNEGIE name obliter-
ated from this building? It's
called “The Public Library.”
Sure the Town has main-
tained it, but shouldn't the man
who gave hisfortune to build it
be honoured? In my humble
opinion | think it should be
declared a "Heritage Building"
and preserved as atribute to the
construction and style of an
amost 100 year old building, in
good shape. By the way, the
new addition on the West side
was constructed in 1967 as a
Centennial Project for this
Town and was funded by a gov-
ernment grant. So, the Town
never built the Library, but now
it may go up for sale-and it will
be a shame to see it as a
"Laundromat” or some other
commercia venture. In closing,
may | say the citizens of this
Town and outlying areas have
enjoyed the privilege of a
Library, yet we choose to not

honour the man who built it!
The Americans showed their

appreciation by issuing a
Commemorative .04 cent
stamp in 1960. Fort Frances
doesn't even honour his
"name”. Information regarding
the Library can be obtained by
Computer. It is listed under it's
original name: Fort Frances
Carnegie Library.

The note received also
includes the information that
Carnegie endowed 2,509
libraries and shed 90% of his
wealth before he died in also
establishing institutions such as
libraries, parks and universities
that helped people better them-
selves.

The Fort Frances Carnegie
Library was built in 1914. The
library was built for $10,000
received from the Carnegie
Foundation and was built on
land donated from the Crown
Land department. By not
acknowledging this gift in 1914
the town and, indeed the entire
district, do we not have to con-
sider ourselves "Ungrateful"
and try to rectify that by mak-
ing some sort of recognition of
someone who gave so much to
SO many.

Relay for Life 2009 all set to go

by Marlene Deschamps

Relay for Life 2009 will take
place on June 26/27th and it
will again be a go for Pither's
Point

Last year $50,000 was raised
despite the rain and lightening
that occurred throughout the
night. Luminaries were lit and
re-lit throughout the night so
they could continue to light up
the course. Many used umbrel-
las and the lightening was an
issue for some but the wesather
didn't dampen the spirits of all
those participating in the relay
and al the volunteers who were
there to make the night pass
quickly.

The 2009 Relay Committee
have already had several meet-
ings with one taking place this
week and one the first week in
June. They have between 10-12
teams signed up already and of
course looking for at least dou-
ble that. Dwayne Cridland from
Gillons is heading a committee
and can be reached at 274-
7716. Cindy Homer is heading
up the teams committee.
Luminaries are  arriving
momentarily and will be dis-
tributed this week.

Dwayne Cridland said they
will be having something
unique this year. St. Francis
Grade 8 Dbasketball team

received a challenge from a
school in Marysfield, Mass
(located near Boston) to have
an al night basketball game.
According to Dwayne, the St.
Francis School's team are tak-
ing on that challenge. They will
have an electronic link to make
sure that they arereally playing
al night long. Bravo to those
teens for getting involved.

Speaking of getting involved,
why don't you get together with
your friends or your association
or your work place and put
together a team and sign up. It
is one of the most rewarding
ventures you will ever embark
on.

CharlieA’Court Concert May 28th

Cornell Farms and Little
Beaver Snow Park are pleased
to be hosting the first concert of
the summer season on
Thursday, May 28th at 7:30
p.m. at the Little Beaver Snow
Park on Mclrvine Road North.

Charlie A'Court is one of
Canada's brightest new stars.
Already an East Coast Music
Award winner, Charlie’'s com-
bination of rich, rhythm and
blues with soulful, adult song-
writing make for a performance
to remember.

According to Kim Cornell,
past-programmer for the Tour
de Fort Concert Series, “I

heard Charlie a few years ago
and tried to get him for Tour de
Fort but couldn't get a north-
west block together. When |
heard he was making a western
tour, | booked him, even though
the date was a little too early
for a concert in the barn.”
Other presenters are equally
enthusiastic. The Halifax
Regional Municipality says
having Charlie on their playbill
has guaranteed them great
audiences at the events. The
Kitmat Concert Association has
thisto say, “ You may not betoo
familiar with Charlie A’ Court’s

name now; but pay attention as
this young man with an amaz-
ing voice and incredible guitar
technique had the Blues in his
Blood”.

Opening act for the concert
will be local musicians Ross
Kircher and Kenneth Kellar.
They too have afollowing al of
their own.

Tickets are only $15 in
advance and $18 at the door
and can be purchased at the
Fort Frances Public Library,
Tichborne's Real Estate, Clover
Valley Farmers Market and
Cornell Farms.
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