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Photographers’ showcase

This male Horned Lark was photographed October 28 by local bird enthusiast Michael Dawber along
Colonization Road in Dawson Township. Flocks of Horned Larks have been moving through the
Rainy River area on their annual fall migration.
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“Citizen of the Year”, Nick Wihnan
recognized at Appreciation Dinner

By Marlene Deschamps
The Town of Fort Frances held

it's annual Appreciation, Recog-
nition, Retiree and Long Serv-
ice Dinner on Friday, November
18th at La Place Rendezvous.
Following a Social Hour which
included some delicious hors
d'oeuvres, Grace was led by
Captain Marlene Dandoval,
Mayor Roy Avis proposed the
Toast to the Queen.

Following dinner, recognition
of those attending was began by
Master of Ceremonies, Darryl
Allan. First there was a moment
of silence for deceased em-
ployee Garth Lockman fol-
lowed by recognition of spouses
of deceased employees by Mark
McCaig. The media was ac-
knowledged and Mayor Avis re-
turned to the stage for a few
remarks. He then recognized the
Councillors. The Management
Group was then recognized fol-
lowed by the recognition of var-
ious Boards and Committees.
The importance of these com-
mittees was pointed out and ac-
knowledged as the lifeblood of
the operations of the Town.
Four retirees were recognized
and they were Alan Eide, Darryl
Allan, Bill Caul and Dorian
Lindholm. The employees who
achieved 25 years of service
were also recognized.

The highlight for many was
the presentation of the Citizen
of the Year Award presented by
Councillor Andrew Hallikas to
Nick Wihnan. In his introduc-
tion of Nick, Hallikas spoke of
how he exemplified the mean-

ing of the word volunteer, not
just for this year, but over a life-
time of service to his fellow
man and citizens. He has spent
close to 70 years volunteering
his time, talents and ability to
those in need in the town of Fort
Frances. He served his union
brothers and sisters with dedica-
tion, tenacity and distinction.
He started working in the Mill
as a teenager first volunteering
as a Union Steward and ending
up as President. He served as
President and/or negotiator of
his union until the day he re-
tired. At this time Nick was rec-
ognized as Labour Person of the
Year for Fort Frances. His union
work led to acquiring a keen
sense of social justice. He was
instrumental in helping to or-
ganize the first ever Injured and
Disabled Workers Support
Group which assisted hundreds
of Fort Frances and District res-
idents, who were injured on the
job in receiving fair compensa-
tion. Nick saw the need for and
became the driving force to set
up and organize a Legal Clinic
in Fort Frances, Atikokan and
the District,  Nick also has a
great love and passion for the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church. He
spends many hours volunteering
there and his sons were altar
boys when they were younger.
Nick himself was recruited to
start serving as an Altar Boy at
the tender age of 72 and has
been serving ever since, likely
making him the oldest Altar
Boy ever. Many associate Nick

with the Sister Kennedy Centre
and rightly so. He has been on
the Board and building commit-
tee in some form since 1984 and
was heavily involved in fund
raising to get the Centre built.
He single handedly raised funds
that resulted in the addition of
the games room at the Centre.
He organized the first Senior
Games in Fort Frances and con-
tinues to do so. He has also as-
sisted hundreds of people with
Worker's Compensation claims,
Canada Pension problems, med-
ical insurance plans, and pretty
much any issue that involved
bureaucracy. He is so well
known for this advocacy that he
would get calls from Quebec,
Manitoba and Alberta for assis-
tance. Nick also served on Town
Council for 7 years and served
on countless Boards and Com-
mittees. When asked what he
was most proud of over a life-
time of volunteering, his reply
was “Fighting bureaucracy, ad-
vocating for the underdog and
righting wrongs.” Nick contin-
ues to volunteer and maintains
that no one accomplishes any-
thing alone. He says it is the
people we work with that allow
us to achieve. When speaking
with Councillor Hallikas later
he said “They just don't make
them like that anymore. He is
from a generation of hardwork-
ing people that were involved in
helping other people. He and his
generation did so much for all
of us and we should really ap-
preciate them.

Nick Wihnan, left, being presented plaque by Councillor Andrew Hallikas.

Louis Riel Day celebrations

Picture at Civic Centre raising the flag. Front from left is Valarie Pelepetz, Deputy Mayor,
Sharon Tibbs, Senator John George, President Clint Calder, Wanda Botsford. Behind them is
Julianna Donaldson, Shirley Morrish, Gord Calder, Eric Fagerahl, Liz Calder and Darryl
Allan.                                                                                                                   More pics on page 4.

By Marlene Deschamps
Wednesday, November 16 was

declared Louis Riel Day by
proclamation of the Town of
Fort Frances. Members of the
Sunset Metis gathered at the
Civic Centre for the raising of
the Metis flag. Joining them
was Deputy Mayor Sharon
Tibbs.

Louis Riel was a famous
leader. His maternal grand-
mother Marie-Anne Gaboury,
was the first white woman to
live in Western Canada with her
husband in 1806. There is a lit-
tle known connection to Riel in
the Rainy River District. His
Metis father, Jean Louis Riel
worked for the Hudson Bay
Company here in the Lac a
Pluie District as it was known.
He joined the Hudson Bay
Company in 1838and then left
this area in 1842 just two short
years before his famous son was
born. Louis Riel led two resist-
ance movements against the
Canadian government that
sought to preserve Metis rights
and culture as their homelands
in the Northwest came progres-
sively under the rule of the
Canadian government. The first
was the Red River Resistance in

1869-1870. At that time the Red
River Settlement was a part of
Rupert's Land, not a part of
Canada. During that time the
Metis were the most numerous
and dominant group in Rupert's
Land. It was the Metis who
agreed to Federation with
Canada and resisted American
Annexation policies. The provi-
sional government established
by Riel ultimately negotiated
the terms under which the mod-
ern province of Manitoba en-
tered the Canadian Federation.
The Metis believed their land
and rights were protected under
the Manitoba Act of 1870. This
lasted only a few months  then
Riel was forced into exile in the
United States as a result of the
controversial execution of
Thomas Scott. Scott was tried,
found guilty and shot by a firing
squad during the time that Riel
was President of the Provisional
Government. Ontario had no ju-
risdiction in this matter, yet, the
Premier of Ontario put a $5,000
bounty on Riel's head. While a
fugitive, Riel was elected three
times to the Canadian House of
Commons but was never able to
assume his seat because of the
$5,000 bounty. Riel was per-

suaded to return to what is now
the province of Saskatchewan to
represent Metis grievances to
the Canadian government. The
resistance ended up with what is
now known as the North-West
Rebellion of 1885. It ended in
Riel's arrest, trial and execution
on a charge of high treason. A
few years ago a re-trial was held
in the province of Manitoba.
Riel's name was cleared accord-
ing to the same principles of law
that existed at the time of the
original trial. There were also
some essays and poems found
that he had written in his cell
before his execution. They are
now on display at the Louis Riel
Museum in Winnipeg. He is
now honoured and given his
rightful place as a Father of
Confederation.

The evening of Louis Riel Day
there was merry making at the
Sunset Country Metis Hall.
There was dinner, dancing and
music as those attending cele-
brated the life of this great man.
Justin Boshey & Co., the Sunset
Country Chicks, Abbey Calder,
Ericka Tymkin, Intyrely Mac
and others sang and danced all
evening.

OPP launch 2011 Festive
R.I.D.E. Campaign

Impaired driving is a public
safety problem year-round but
sadly the threat only worsens
during the holidays according to
the Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP).

The OPP is conducting its an-
nual Festive R.I.D.E. (Reduce
Impaired Driving Everywhere)
campaign from November 25,
2011 to January 1, 2012 and is
reminding motorists that
province-wide R.I.D.E. stops
will be highly-visible through-
out the holiday season.

During last year's R.I.D.E.
campaign (2010-2011), the OPP
laid 308 impaired driving
charges and issued 903 Warn
Range and Administrative Dri-
ver's License Suspensions.

Impaired driving continues to
be the leading cause of criminal
death in Canada.  As of mid-
November (2011), 40 people
have died in alcohol-related col-
lisions on OPP-patrolled roads
and highways compared to 75
this same time last year (2010).
While the number is down sig-
nificantly this year, even one al-
cohol-related death is one too
many and motorists need to be

more proactive in eliminating
these preventable fatalities alto-
gether according to the OPP. 

"Year after year, our Festive
R.I.D.E. campaign proves effec-
tive in taking impaired drivers
off our roads.  If you're drink-
ing, come up with a plan that in-
volves not driving such as
taking a cab, a bus or have a
designated driver.  Don't drink
and drive, don't let those who
are drinking drive and be sure to
report those who do". - 

Thinking of refusing a breath
test?

Think again.  Motorists who
refuse a breath test will be
charged with a criminal code of-
fence and immediately have
their driver's license suspended
for 90 days.

Think you can have a few
drinks and be sure you'll blow
under the legal limit?

Think again.  Drivers who
blow in the Blood Alcohol Con-
centration (BAC) "Warn
Range" of .05 to .08 pose a dan-
ger to themselves and other road
users.  If caught driving in the
warn range, you will receive an
immediate 3-day driver's li-

cence suspension at the roadside
and the suspension period in-
creases with subsequent of-
fences to 7 then 30 days.

Think your family and friends
won't report a loved one or other
driver who takes to the wheel
while impaired?

Think again.  The last thing
people want to deal with over
the holidays is the devastation
of losing a loved one to an im-
paired driver.  The OPP is ask-
ing Ontarians to help them
crack down on impaired drivers
this holiday season.  If you sus-
pect an impaired driver, call 9-
1-1.

We want to hear from you
The OPP encourages the pub-

lic to sign up and participate in
our social media discussions by
following the links to our
French and English social
media accounts posted on the
front page of the OPP website.
Give us your thoughts about im-
paired driving and show your
support for the officers who will
be working around the clock to
make sure that you and your
loved ones have safe and enjoy-
able holiday season


