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Time to renew...
When you see a sign that demands “Keep Ontario

Beautiful” hanging upside down by a thread beneath
a broken “Men at Work” sign, under a faded “Adopt a
Highway” sign directly over some roadside trash, you
know it’s time to take down or replace something
that’s gone far beyond its usefulness.  The leaning
“Mom’s Way” sign on the right is encompassed by
rust dripping nails.  Underneath that, the extremely
beautiful KayNahChiWahNung Centre is repre
sented by an ugly pealing piece of rotten wood.

These signs sit next to the beautiful fall colours of
the trees that dip down the highway to pass scenic
Miller’s Creek on the outskirts of Rainy River.

Are we allowed to chop them down?  Probably not,
but we should be able to do something to make
scenes like this look nice again.  Maybe there needs
to be a sign time limit and once exceeded it’s gone.
Town beautification committees throughout the dis
trict could be in charge of this kind of situation.  Any
thoughts?

by Melissa Friesen
A 19th year of walleye fish

ing under the big tent has
come and gone. Anglers
brought in fish. Folks came
to eat and dance and listen
to live, local music. Kids
made crafts and fished as
well. Nearly everyone lined
up for a “Crack burger” and
enjoyed a good old gather
ing of friends and neigh
bours down by the river. On
so many levels, it was a suc
cess. “We all made up our
minds that it wasn't about
us, but it was about bringing
this event together for the
community,” Dorothy
Leininger tells me on the
Tuesday before the tourna
ment. She and several oth
ers joined the committee
just three weeks prior to the
tournament when it seemed
like maybe the event would
struggle to go on.

They were determined, but
it wasn't necessarily an easy
task for a almost entirely
brand new committee.
Richard Trenchard, commit
tee chairman and member
for seven years, echoed
those same thoughts. “In the
last two years everyone on
the committee, except for
two of us, has changed. I
don't know if it's extra mo
mentum or a little bit of new
blood that makes people
want to make things hap
pen. People get burned out,
so it's good to have change,
and the new people have
their eyes opened to the
amount of work it actually is.
It's an unbelievable amount
of work, but they started
working hard right away and
we made it happen once
again.”

So with no time to spare,
the committee put their
work into overdrive and
novice or not, did what they
had to do to ensure a suc
cessful event for anglers and
residents alike. Dorothy
could not stop gushing

about her fellow committee
members. “It's a great com
mittee that's come together.
That needs to be said. They
were struggling for awhile,
but we've really organized
ourselves. With such a small
team it seemed like a daunt
ing task. . . I'm shocked my
self actually, that we've done
such a good job bringing it
together. It was absolutely
amazing.”

She begins to rattle off the
contributions of her fellow
members, as there seems to
be no limit to her enthusi
asm for the work everyone
has done to make this possi
ble. “James Eastman was
also in the Night Hawk band
on top of everything else. . .
Crystal Jorgenson handled
all the social media. Brent
Helgeson was suffering with
a knee problem but was in
the tent every day getting
stuff done. . . The treasurer
Brent Anderson not only
looked after the financials
but also was helping set up
the tent every day, Richard
Trenchard and Rick Berry as
well. . . Kristy Brusven is on
several other committees
and has four kids and
worked nonstop and so did
Kari Larson and Sharron
Morrison. . . Geraldine Blight
doesn't use the internet to
communicate but she hand
delivered thank you cards to
our sponsors. It just goes to
show that there's a place for
anybody on this committee
– even people who don't use
electronic skills.”

What's also special about
the committee is that three
members are anglers them
selves, participating in the
tournament and working be
hind the scenes all in one
weekend. Dorothy
Leininger, James Eastman
and Sharron Morrison all
worked a double shift this
weekend – early mornings
and long nights on the river
and in the tent. As an angler,

Dorothy couldn't believe the
kind of fish that were com
ing into the tent, especially
on Friday. “The first day was
really fantastic for all the
fishermen. There were prob
ably as many big weights as
I've ever seen for the first
day. It's got to be close to
one of the biggest weight
tournaments ever. Normally,
in this tournament a lot of
teams don't get four fish, but
this year there were just a
few that didn't. That is really
good for our fishery, because
obviously there are a lot of
fish in that river. That's a
good sign.” By Saturday, she
was a little less enthusiastic.
“Day Two was not nearly as
fun. It was slow fishing and it
was cold.”

While the thunderstorms
the committee feared all
weekend never actually
manifested, the tournament
wasn't without rain and dark
skies. However, the indus
trial sized heaters didn't
need to be turned on this
year, meaning it was actually
warmer than usual. Given
that it has snowed during
the tournament in years
past, they didn't want to
take any chances.

“We plan all year long for
this and at the last minute
you're always wondering if
you've forgotten something
but we've been doing it for
19 years and one of the
members has been there
since day one so we can al
ways fall back to him and
ask,” he laughs.

As the committee comes
off a successful tournament,
they're already eager to
begin planning for next year.
“I think a date's been set and
there is a countdown on our
Facebook page,” she laughs.
“Of course next year's our

20th so we're planning
something really big. Noth
ing is confirmed yet, but we
want to make it our biggest
and most exciting year ever.”
The hope is that next year,
they'll be more organized
sooner in the year so that
the planning and imple
menting will be “old hat.”
Dorothy hopes that the an
nual event will continue to
be known as so much more
than a fishing tournament,
and more of a landmark
community event.

But regardless of how
planned and prepared they
are, none of it can happen
without a community of vol
unteers and willing commu
nity members to devote
their time. Typically, a bulk
of their volunteers are often
young, high school as well as
elementary students. “Usu
ally I have to be watching to
make sure everything is
going smoothly and this
year, I basically sat down
while those young kids ran
everything. I need to say an
extra thank you to them.”

This year, the committee
hired Danny St. Pierre as
their weigh master, “and he
was fabulous,” said Dorothy.
“He was so crucial to getting
this tent ready and making
this happen. Every night he
was down there and con
stantly helping on week
ends.”

The tent was also lined
with banners and signs from
the district businesses which
support the tournament
everywhere. While all contri
butions are gratefully ac
cepted, Dorothy noted that
one sponsorship in particular
made her feel the commu
nity spirit more than ever,
especially since it came from
an unlikely source – an out of

town construction crew.
“The Makkinga Contracting
crew, there's just nothing
they won't do to help ac
commodate this commit
tee,” she tells me. Even
though they were digging up
the water and sewer lines
along 6th street, the workers
adjusted their plan so that
the boat parade didn't have
to be completely rerouted.
When the volunteers needed
help raising the tent, several
crew members came on
their lunch break to help. If
that's not all, Makkinga Con

tracting was also a platinum
sponsor for the tournament.
“They really have our com
munity at heart, considering
they're a construction com
pany coming in from out of
town.”

As the community eager
delves into planning for the
20th Annual Rainy River
Walleye Tournament, be on
the lookout for any updates
and exciting news they have
to share. With the kind of en
thusiasm they have, surely it
will be something the com
munity won't soon forget.

This is more than a fishing tournament

Winners Mark Thompson and Jerry Messer needed
more than 7 pounds to top the standing 1st place
team and they brought in 9.32 for a 2 day total of
24.98 pounds. Photo courtesy of the Rainy River Wall
eye Tournament

Awnley Jacobson (or Vanna White as she's commonly
referred to at the tournament) spent her second year
volunteering at the tournament, alerting the emcee
of the upcoming teams.

At a hefty 9.31 pounds, everyone thought this fish
was going to be the one that won it all for Aaron and
Tony Bisson, but ultimately it landed them in 2nd
place.

Emcee Vaughn Murray asks Doug Kreger's grandson
how good of a fisherman his grandfather is.

Jeanette Armstrong and Lou Ricci helped serve up
hundreds of hotdogs and hamburgers at the canteen
put on by the People for Hannam Park Committee
and many, many volunteers. They also hosted a pan
cake breakfast on Saturday morning. All fundraised
money will go towards the purchase of new play
ground equipment.

A little bit chillier than the earlier summer fishing
tournaments, anglers like Jason McQuaker and Ed
Carlson have to be prepared for any kind of weather
(sources tell me it's snowed in years past).

Unfortunately, Steve Ballan's confidence in his big
fish during the Top Five boat parade was not enough
to put him and partner Doug McBride at the front of
the pack. With a three fish total for Saturday, they
were just over a pound short of temporary 1st place
team.

Christian Armstrong and Noah Nault only needed half
of their Day 1 fishing weight (at 14.66) to topple Team
Bisson, but at 6.16 pounds it wasn't enough.
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Earn Entries EVERY DAY (1 entry for every 50 base points earned).
5x ENTRIES on Tuesdays and Wednesdays! 

Qualifying Cash Drawings EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY hourly from 6 PM - 10 PM.
(All 3 Locations)

Cherokee Giveaways & Final Cash Drawings  
on the 15th (Warroad) & 30th (Thief River Falls).

TWO NEW JEEP CHEROKEES
AND    $2,500 INSTANTLY!UP 

TO

SEVENCLANSCASINO.COM 800.815.8293
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Inez Joy Milne
Sadly the family an

nounces the sudden pass
ing of Joy Milne 56 of
Atikokan, Ontario on Fri
day September 22, 2017
with her family by her side
at the La Verendrye Hospi
tal Fort Frances, Ontario.

Joy was born in Rainy
River Ontario on February
20, 1961 to parents Harold
and Inez (nee Mansfield)
Milne. She was raised on
the family farm and had a
great love for animals and
a wonderful enthusiasm for
life.

As a young lady she
moved to Atikokan where
she resided for over 30
years. She accumulated
many wonderful friends.
Joy was able to charm her
way into the hearts of
everyone she met and had
a way of bringing out the
best in people.

She had a love for music
and she was impossible to
get off the dance floor. Joy

was the party planner of
the family. She made sure
that there was always bal
loons, cake, chips and pop
at her birthday and for
every other occasion she
could think of.

She will be sadly missed
by her life companion
Michael Weatherbe and her
care givers Darlene Cox
and Shane. Joy will be lov
ingly remembered by her
step father Ray Gates, her
siblings Melvin (Lorraine)
Milne, Elsie Gerula, Alice
(John) Blixt, Linda (Mor

gan) Stewart, Susan (Ed)
St. Pierre, Connie (Allan)
Stewart, MaryAnn (Bill)
Olson, and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Joy was predeceased by
her parents Inez and
Harold, sisters Cathy and
June and her brother
Harold Jr.

A service of celebration
and remembrance will be
held in Joy's memory on
Tuesday September 26,
2017 from 13 p.m. at the
Northridge Funeral Home,
Emo, Ontario. Interment
will take place in Bergland
Cemetery at a later date.

If desired memorial dona
tions may be made to the
Community Living
Atikokan Discretionary
Fund. c/o Northridge Fu
neral Home, Box 89, Emo,
ON P0W 1E0. Online con
dolences may be offered at
www.northridgefuneral
home.com 

passingspassings
OK, this rain has to stop!

We have crossed the line
and we need sunshine and
no more rain until next
year.  We have gone from
receiving 1/10th per rainfall
to 1”.  We hauled all our
cow’s home on Saturday
and pregnancy checked
and weighed all our calves.
I knew I had two open cows
but we ended up with five.
I was a bit disappointed in
that but not much you can
do about it either.  The
hardest part for me is let
ting go and selling the
cows.  I really like my cows
and find it difficult to sell.  It
would be silly to keep them
though, unless I was breed
ing for a different time of
the year I guess.  I like to
stick to calving in February
/ March.  If I gave them an
other chance they wouldn’t
be calving until 2019 and I
would have a lot of money
into them by then.  I will
maybe just keep a few
extra heifers to replace
them – I guess.  The cattle
sale that I normally sell at is
this weekend so I have to
make all these decisions
pretty fast!  Maddie, Mar
lee & one of their friends
Ella were out and were a
big help to me.  They are
able to open and close
gates quickly and build
hockey muscles all at the
same time!  All the cattle
are now locked up at home
and on hay until we get
them sorted and hauled to
the Sales Barn.  Its’s both
an exciting time of the year
– your one and only pay

cheque and sad when you
have to see some of your
animals go.  Like I have said
before, “I am not sure that
I am a good farmer as I feel
sad about this part.”

Jenna (my EARS helper)
and I harvested a few dry
beans last week.  We just
picked the pods and be
cause they were still pretty
wet we just put them
straight in the oven.  I am
not sure that we will see all
17 varieties mature or not
but this is actually part of
the test to see what we can
do here in Rainy River.  If it
dried up I still feel as
though our soybeans are a
couple of weeks away and
this is definitely later than
normal.  Jenna has been
cleaning oat seed with very
good results!  At least
something is making these
wet days more exciting.

Our Catch the Ace com
mittee ventured to the
Rainy River Walleye Tour
nament on Friday night to
make our weekly draw!
Susan Martin had the lucky
ticket and she choose card
# 11 which gave her the 9
of spades!  Our Progressive
Pot is now over $11,000!
We are excited to see the
amount grow every week.
Get your tickets fast as we
have been selling out very

quickly.  This week we
make the draw at the Strat
ton Sales Barn on Saturday
at 1:00 pm!  A big thank you
to the Rainy River Walleye
Committee for allowing us
to join in on the fun!

The Annual Riverside Gala
is quickly approaching as
well!  It is scheduled for Oc
tober 14th at La Place Ren
dezvous!  From what I
understand tickets are al
ready sold out but if you
are interested in making a
donation towards the
evening / penny table /
silent auction please feel
free to get in touch with
the Special Events commit
tee.  I would be happy to
give you contact informa
tion!    It is going to be a
“Magical” night!

Be sure to mark down Oc
tober 25th at 5 pm in Strat
ton – this is when the
Canadian Cattlemen’s As
sociation are coming to
town to do a “Town Hall”
meeting!  I want to fill the
hall!  Let me know if you
have any questions about it
I would be happy to an
swer.

Take some time and drive
on over to Stratton on Sat
urday and you can check
out the consignment auc
tion as well as the cattle
sale!  Good times.

Moos by Kim Jo Bliss

INSPECTION
Inspection of Approved Slash Pile Burning
Crossroute Forest

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) invites you to inspect the MNRF-approved 
prescribed burn plan for slash pile burning that will be carried out in the Crossroute Forest  (see map).

As part of our ongoing efforts to regenerate 
and protect Ontario•s forests, some recently 
harvested areas have been selected to be 
burned under the strict guidelines of the 
MNRF Prescribed Burn Planning Manual. 
The prescribed burn will reduce the area 
covered in slash piles while increasing the 
area available for regeneration and reducing 
the fire hazard. The burn is scheduled for 
ignition between October 25, 2017  and 
February 15, 2018.

Information about this prescribed burn 
project, including specific locations and 
maps, is available for public viewing at the 
offices of Resolute FP Canada Inc. during 
normal business hours and the MNRF public 
website at ontario.ca/forestplans  beginning  
September 27, 2017.  ServiceOntario 
Centres at Atikokan and Rainy River provide 
access to the Internet. For more information 
or to discuss the prescribed burn project, 
please contact:

Judy Kaufman
Resolute Forest Products
443 Waaninidaawigaang Rd.
Couchiching First Nation, ON
P9A 3M3
tel: 807-274-9877, ext. 1

Philip Cooze or Sam Hawken
Ministry of Natural Resources  and Forestry
922 Scott Street
Fort Frances, ON 
P9A 1J4
tel: 807-274-8639 or 807-274-8603

Renee Perry
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
108 Saturn Avenue
Atikokan, ON
P0T 1C0
tel: 807-597-5010

By Justin Bedi
Sports and politics have

intersected in nasty fash
ion, thanks to U.S. Presi

dent Donald Trump.
Trump withdrew his invi

tation to the star of the Na
tional Basketball

Association's Golden State
Warriors, Stephen Curry.
He tweeted that Curry was
no longer welcome at the

Legion ChatLegion Chatby Walter Wagner, Major Hughes Br. 54 president

Enough rain!!  So much
that we had to dust off the
lawn mower.

Hats off to the cooks,
cleaners and other volun
teers for their work at the
Steak Fry.  It takes at least

a dozen people to make
this happen.

Speaking of cooks, Barb
and Deb are working on a
Lasagna meal for this Fri
day's meat draw.

The meat draw will be fol
lowed by a Catch the Ace
draw for the Curling Club.

Come down and join us at
the Legion.

Lest We Forget.............

When sports and politics collide on the social field of  play
White House to celebrate
the team winning the NBA
championship because
Curry was hesitant about
attending.

And he called on National
Football League owners to
"fire" players who kneel
during the national an
them. He referred to those
players in derogatory
terms, and attacked the
NFL's ratings, rules and ref
erees.

So the president, who
presumably has more im
portant things to tend to,
spent the weekend attack
ing sports.

It's not the first time.
Trump previously spoke
out against NFL quarter
back Colin Kaepernick, who
has kneeled during the an
them to bring attention to
social justice issues in
America.

But this weekend may be
a tipping point. Profes
sional athletes  including
influential people like Le
Bron James and Kobe
Bryant  NFL owners, and
the NBA and NFL commis
sioners, all responded to
the president, either
through social media or in
written statements.

The divide between pro
fessional sports and politics
was already blurry. Now
the wall has come crashing
down. Athletes are no
longer hesitant to speak
out on larger social or polit
ical issues, and they have
gone so far as to directly
address the most powerful
lawmaker in America.

The reaction has been
mixed. Despite widespread
support, there are critics to
this movement. And those
critics believe athletes
should just keep quiet and
stick to sports; they're not
interested in what an NBA
player thinks about health
care, for example.

In more peaceful and
moderate times, it might
be fair to argue that ath
letes have no place in social
and political discourse, al
though even then it's a
weak argument: they are
as entitled to have and
share opinions as the rest
of us, although they cer
tainly tend to have access
to a broader audience than
the average person.

And in fractious times,
like today, we need every
one  including athletes  to
speak out when they see
injustice and inequality.

Professional athletes,
particularly star players,
have great influence. Peo
ple idolize James and
Bryant; they want to be like
Curry; and they are rallying
around Kaepernick.

Not everyone can com
mand mass media atten
tion and not everyone who
can has the courage to use
this power. Star athletes
reach different audiences
than politicians. Young
people, fellow athletes and
sports fans who may not
pay close attention to poli
tics are suddenly tuned into
the conversation because
their favourite athlete is
speaking out on an issue.

That's a rare gift and it
should be used, although it
should be used carefully.

It's certainly not easy for
athletes to speak publicly
against the president of the
United States. It could hurt
them personally, socially
and financially. And if they
aren't a star, it could even
cost them their career. So it
takes incredible courage
for athletes to speak out.
It's evidence of their char
acter and their commit
ment to issues that matter
to them.

Even NFL owners are re
sponding to Trump  billion
aire owners who don't
appreciate the president's
divisive comments on their
sport. At least a dozen NFL
owners, league commis
sioner Roger Goodell and
NBA commissioner Adam
Silver have responded to
Trump's comments, calling
them offensive and disre
spectful. The NBA and NFL
players' unions also re
leased statements.

The reaction to Trump's
comments has been wide
spread and extraordinary.

James, one of the world's
greatest athletes, called
the U.S. president a "bum"
on social media. That's un
precedented.

If the president can talk
about anything he wants 
including professional
sports  and do it in an at
tempt to influence people
and businesses, then ath
letes should have the same
right.

Kneeling or otherwise,
they're in a great position
to be heard.

Justin Bedi is a policy ana�
lyst and writer. He's writing
a book on sports business
and economics in North
America. 
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