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Civil Air Search & Rescue
Association hold exercise

Al Fraiser, left, and Dale Magee marking out quadrants for various exercises.

Pilot, John Hall outside plane, inside navigator, Al Fraser and spotter Tom Park in the rear.  A
second spotter, Grace Sehedler, is missing in this picture.
by Marlene Deschamps

Civil Air Search and Rescue
Associations from Zone 1 in
Manitoba and Thunder Bay
area held a joint exercise on
Saturday, March 7th. There
were four planes from
Winnipeg and two from
Thunder Bay taking part in the
6 simulated tasks set up by
Search Coordinator, Jason
Hughes, from Thunder Bay.
The exercises are usually held
every year and the two groups
exchange responsibility for
them. They are normally held
in Thunder Bay or Winnipeg
with an occasional exercise
done in Kenora. This was a first
for Fort Frances. 

The Thunder Bay Association
has been operating since 1986
and they are a volunteer organ-
ization made up of pilots, navi-
gators, spotters and ground
people who assist the military
and the RCMP. They are
trained to their standards. They
do some joint operations with
the Zone 1 Manitoba group.
Jason said they are usually
involved with a couple of
searches each year, roughly
about 25% of the calls. They
help in finding missing and
downed aircraft, boats and
snow machines. He explained
the roles of the four people who
would be on each plane. The
navigator plots the area where
the pilot is to fly the plane, the
pilot flies in a designated quad-
rant set up by the persons in
charge who have relayed this
information to the navigator.
The two people in back of the
plane are the spotters and

according to Jason, two of the
most important people in the
plane. They do the visual
search working on scanning
from one mile out and back
towards their flight pattern.
They usually fly from 500-
1,500 feet above the ground.
They are searching for emer-
gency beacons and emergency
transmission locators in the
case of planes. They let the
pilot know if they have to get a
close look, mark the spot on the
GPS and relay the information
to the military or RCMP. They
will circle the site for a period
of time, depending on their fuel
supply and drop down survival
kits so they can guide in the
helicopters to rescue them. 

The exercise began at 9 a.m.
and was expected to last until
5:30 p.m. After all 6 exercise
tasks were performed all planes
would land and there would be
a de-briefing. The GPS would
show how close to the pattern
they were. Flight Operations
Officer, Melesa Hane set up the
different scenarios which were
all within a 20 mile radius of
the Fort Frances Airport on the
Canadian side. Of the area set
up two would have emergency
beacons from a lost aircraft and
locating those beacons and
determining the area accuracy
of the search were just two of
the exercises. The Rescue
Associations were also assisted
by local ham radio operators
and local ambulance services. 

Tom Park from the Winnipeg
group said that it would be eas-
ier to spot on this exercise

because of the snow and it was
much harder in the summer
because of all the trees. He said
the Zone 1 group were involved
in a search last summer near
Tuelon when an elderly gentle-
man with Alzheimer's went
missing. They assisted the
RCMP who were using infra
red sensors and he was brought
out alive and well. Jerry Roehn,
Deputy Search Coordinator
from Manitoba said they had
been called our 15 times last
year, including helping out
with an incident near Duluth on
Lake Superior which included
spotting for a Hercules Military
C-130 air plane. 

Grace Sehedler, who was the
spotter on the plane pictured
above said she has been doing
this for 4 years. The pilot has
been part of the Association for
11 years, navigator, Al Fraser
for 8 and the other spotter, Tom
for 2 years. There wasn't too
much time to chat as they were
already fuelled up and ready to
go complete their exercise.
They along with the other
teams participating are a very
dedicated group who are well
trained and know just what they
have to do to assist with locat-
ing downed planes, lost boats
and snowmobiles. They are
usually part of newscasts when
TV stations are reporting on
someone lost and someone
found. It was a pleasure to meet
some of them up close and
reassuring to know they are
there to help anyone who gets
into trouble on the lakes or in
the bush, if necessary.

Hallett and Tower to have
new home this year

The tenders are already out for the removal and relocation of the Hallett and Tower from
Pithers Point to Front Street. The call for tenders closes on March 24th and the new location of
both structures will be in the area of the Marina. 

Family faces $6,400 in
fines for illegal  hunting

Three Mine Centre residents
have been ordered to pay fines
totalling $6,400 following two
incidents of illegal hunting.

Byron Burkholder, 25, and
Ewan Burkholder, 22, were
each fined $700 for illegally
hunting a cow moose. The
moose was killed in the
Atikokan area on October 18,
2008. Both men have had
their hunting licenses suspend-
ed for one year and must com-
plete a hunter safety course
before their licenses will be
returned.

In a separate incident, conser-

vation officers discovered
Byron Burkholder and Norman
Burkholder, 48, on Barber
Road in the Rainy River
District on December 13, 2008.
Both men were fined $500 for
illegally having a firearm at
night and $1,500 for hunting at
night. Byron Burkholder was
also fined $1,000 for having a
loaded firearm in his vehicle. 

Byron Burkholder received a
three-year suspension of his
hunting license for the
December offense, increasing
his total suspension for the two
offenses to four years.

Norman Burkholder received a
two-year suspension of his
hunting license. 

Justice of the Peace Pat
Clysdale-Cornell heard the
case in the Ontario Court of
Justice, Fort Frances, on
February 27, 2009.

To report a natural resource
violation, call 1-877-TIPS-
MNR (847-7667) toll-free any
time or contact your ministry
office during regular business
hours. You can also call Crime
Stoppers anonymously at 1-
800-222-TIPS (8477).

Union Gas lowers rates
Union Gas today announced

a significant decrease in the
rates its customers will pay for
natural gas. Residential cus-
tomers(*) who buy gas from
the utility can expect a 20 per-
cent decrease in their annual
natural gas bill - a $255 to $306
average annual savings,
depending on location. The rate
change, which was recently
approved by the Ontario
Energy Board, will go into
effect on April 1, 2009.

"These lower rates reflect
what the company expects to
pay for natural gas supplies

over the next 12 months," said
Steve Baker, vice president,
Union Gas. "Natural gas is a
competitive energy choice and
continues to cost significantly
less than electricity or fuel oil
for space and water heating."

Along with lower rates,
Union Gas customers can real-
ize even greater savings by tak-
ing steps to improve the energy
efficiency of their homes.
Energy conservation is an
investment that offers savings
and environmental benefits that
continue year-after-year.

In order to help customers

save money on energy, Union
Gas is offering a number of
conservation programs this
spring. More information, as
well as conservation tips and
tools, are available on the com-
pany's Web site at www.union-
gas.com/energyefficiency.

(*) A typical residential cus-
tomer in Union Gas' service
territory uses 2,600 cubic
metres of natural gas a year for
home and water heating.

Savings are based on the
annual bill for typical residen-
tial customers who buy their
natural gas from the utility.

Road work projects 
slated for Fort this year
by Marlene Deschamps

Tenders will be opened for a
number of projects on Tuesday,
March 17th. The Connecting
link, Bio-mass road, and
Library tenders are three of the
projects slated to get started as
soon as the weather allows. The
government is funding over
90% of the costs for the road
projects so it gives the Town a
chance to take advantage of

these various government pro-
grams to repair and rehabilitate
some of it's crumbling infra-
structure. According to CAO,
Mark McCaig, there are still
sewer and pipes under the roads
that are around 100 years old
and are in dire need of replace-
ment. He made note that some-
times some people don't want
to put up with the inconven-
ience of road work, but it has to

be done and the Town will be in
much better shape after it is
completed. Some of the same
people who complain about the
state of the roads are the same
ones who complain when work
is being done on them but this
cannot be helped if Fort
Frances wants to have modern
infrastructure that will benefit
future generations.


