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Fort Frances Jr. Sabres A skating extravaganza
awards banguet -

Award winners, from left, ChrlsSmcIaJr Mike Boese, Mitch Cain, Rod Bouchard, Kenny

Carpenter and Ryan Faragher.

by Marlene Deschamps

The Fort Frances Jr. Sabres
Fan Club put together an
Awards Banquet for the team
on Saturday, March 7th at the
Adventure Inn. Larry Patrick
acted as emcee for the evening
that saw 108 people gather to
enjoy the event.

After a delicious meal, Larry
spoke about the season the
Sabres have had. He told the
crowd that init's second season
the Sabres had won 30 games
and ended up in third place in
the league. He mentioned what
avaluable asset the team mem-
bers have been to the communi-
ty and cited the Adopt a School
Program that had an impact on
literacy in the schools. The pro-
gram saw different team mem-
bers attend at elementary
schools throughout the district
where they would read to and

with the young students and
interact with them through
demonstrations. The response
from the children and the
schools has been very positive.
Larry had each Sabre player
stand up as they were intro-
duced asthey were for the most
part sporting very different and
colourful hair styles making
some hard to identify. Each
player in turn introduced who
he was with and in the case of
out of town players, their host
families.

Everyone then got a chance to
watch a Sabres Hi-Lights video
put together by Tom Foley.
Tom also put together a DVD
of the highlights as a gift for
each of the players. The video
was awvesome and everyone felt
that it was a great substitute for
a guest speaker.

The awards were then pre-

sented by the Coaching Staff of
Head Coach Wayne Strachan
and Assistant Coaches Dale
Cooper and Bob Mainville. The
Awards winners were: Fan
Favourite-Chris Sinclair; Most
Sportsman Player-Mitch Cain;

Rookie of the Year-Mike
Boese; Most Improved player-
Kenny Carpenter, Best

Defensive Player-Mike Boese
and MVP Ryan Faragher. After
a round of applause for the
winners and another round for
al the players, coaches and
host families, Larry held the
draw for the prizes available at
the draw table. Conversations
from people who were slowly
leaving the banquet showed
that agood time was had by al.
Playoffs start this weekend so
make sure to go down to the
arena and cheer on the Sabres.

Andrea Horwath 1s new
leader of Ontario NDP

From left, Howard Hampton’s uncle Allan Gustafn, Andrea Horwh Elsie Hamton

(Howie's Mom), and Federal candidate in 1997 Ruth Bergman.

by Marlene Deschamps
Andrea Horwath became the
first woman to lead the Ontario
NDP on Saturday, March 7th
after beating out Peter Tabuns
on the final ballot. Michael
Prue who visited Fort Frances
earlier dropped off in the first
round of voting threw his sup-
port behind Gilles Bisson.
Bisson lost out in the second
round of voting and threw his
support behind Horwath. This
set up the last round of votes
which saw Howath emerge as
thevictor. Horwath also made a
stop in Fort Frances for a meet
and greet at Kettle's where she
spoke to many people to find
out what the concerns and
issues were in this part of the
province. Sheisthe 46 year old
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mother of one and has a back-
ground in community organiz-
ing. She was persuaded to enter
the race and won a seat at
Queen's Park her first try.

Horwath has stated both in
her speeches at the convention
held in her home riding of
Hamilton, and during her visit
to Fort Frances that she wants
to rebuild the party and wants
to get back to the original roots
which were supported by the
unions.

During a brief appearance
after the convention, Howard
Hampton MPP who has been
leading the party since 1996,
replacing former leader, Bob
Rae, said this was a great
hometown victory. He went on
to say Andrea Horwath was
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intelligent, full of integrity and
energy and yet down to earth.
He aong with MPP Peter
Komos and MP Chris
Christopherson also stated they
were very pleased to see the
candidate they supported riseto
the top. Christopherson said
this was especially great con-
sidering this was the day before
International Women's Day.
Howie will remain on as our
MPP as he has stated many
times and will, no doubt, help
Horwath in the transition into
the leadership role. By making
the choice to step down, he will
no longer be working on behalf
of the entire province of
Ontario but can devote histime
to  Kenora/Rainy  issues.
THANKS HOWIE!!!
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Pictured from left, Olivia Vaagen assisted by her big sister Carly, Madison Kreger, Jéhr

Kwandibens and Annie Beyer, performing the “ Disco Duck” charmed the audiences at the
Rainy River Figure Skating Show last Saturday night and Sunday afternoon. Thistheme of
thisyear’s production, Disco Fever, allowed the coaches, choreographers, decorators and cos-
tume designers go wild with the throbbing beat and flamboyant style to put together a really
entertaining show. Emcee Jodie Brown kept the pace fast moving and fun not to mention her
fabulous arrangement of the American National Anthem. Erica Tympkin then performed a
beautiful rendition of O Canada. Saturday night’s audience was treated to a special perform-
ance by medal winning pairs champions Sophie Potvin-Begin and Michael Nelson from the
Borderland Skating Club in Fort Frances. Coach Lesley Wood must be commended for the
fine job she did putting together this season’s figure skating program. With the help of her
assistant coaches, this year’s students have made wonderful progress.

FACS holds open house

by Marlene Deschamps

Family and Children Services
(FACS) have recently seen the
completion of the renovated
basement section where three
of their programs will be
housed. To celebrate the com-
pletion, they held an Open
House for the public on
Thursday, March 5th. Quite a
few people took advantage of
the Open House to visit and
find out more about the pro-
grams that this section of FACS
offers families.

The three programs now
offered in the newly renovated
area are: Volunteer Program;
Family Centered Conferencing
and  Supervised  Access
Program. The waiting room
area that families come into
upon arrival are all decorated
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with Disney characters with the
word welcome printed beneath
each in the appropriate lan-
guage. It is very warm and
inviting and children are soon
a ease in the setting with the
familiar characters they all
know and love. Off to the left of
the waiting room, is the Family
Centered Conferencing area
which is open and aso family
friendly. There is a Wii set up
for the whole family, including
extended family members, to
engage in various popular game
programs. There is also a dedi-
cated room for the Volunteer
Program. This program is vital
to FACS as they help by
becoming a driver, a specia
friend/mentor, child care
provider, tutor and are also
involved in specia events and

more. The third program
housed in the area is the
Supervised Access Program.
This program provides both
supervised access and safe
exchanges between parents and
their children during what can
be a traumatic time in a child's
life.

All the programs are geared
to the well being of children.
The staff work to reunite and
reconnect children with their
families, but only when this can
be done in a safe manner. There
are 50 full and part time work-
ers at FACS. This includes
casual workers. They are cur-
rently working with fifteen
supervised access cases. They
received 50 applications from
people who wish to become
volunteers and these volunteers
will be attending orientation
meetings and training sessions
for tutoring and mentoring
clients. Manager of
Community Services, Betty-
Anne MacKintosh, was very
pleased with the response and
comments she heard from the
public during the Open House.
She was also pleased that peo-
ple can now visit them on the
web at www.facsrr.ca to find
out al about FACS and the
available programs. If you or
someone in your family needs
help from FACS or want to
know more about programs
that you and/or you family can
use you can find out how to
access them and where to get a
referral if necessary, on this
web site. You can also contact
FACS by caling (807) 274-
7787 or the toll free number at
1-800-465-7764.
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